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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ETHAN ALLEN, of Kala-
mazoo, in the county of Kalamazoo and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Burial-Caskets; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description thereof, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to coffins or burial-
cases, and is designed to afford an improved
means for readily gaining aceess to the inte-
rior of a coffin by the removable small glass
lid seated in the main cover of a coffin. Here-
tofore this removable glass has been connect-
ed with, and disengaged from, the main cover
in different ways and by several kinds of
mechanism ; but my invention consists in the
combination, with the independent glass lid
seated in the main cover of a coffin or burial-
case, of a spring or equivalent device acting
in a plane parallel to same, and adapted to
automatically hold the lid in its place and yet

capableof yielding sufficiently to applied force,,

so that by pressure against the spring the lid
may be released from its engagement with the
main cover, and partially or wholly removed
from same.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
longitudinal section of a coffin provided with
my improvements. Fig. 2 is a plah of the
coffin with the glass detached, to show its sup-
porting-shoulder, and the cross-piece of the
main lid broken away to show the spring.

A is the body of the coffin or casket.
the main lid to same, and C is the glass-pro-
tecting or upper lid. This glass-protecting lid
is directly removable from the main lid, to
which it is secured, by means of projecting
lugs at its lower extremity engaging with
flanged recesses; and a button or ecatch-piece
at its head locking into a flange of the main
lid.- The lower or reverse side of this upper
lid is provided with an upholstered attach-
ment or cushion, D, which is sufficiently full
and large to press upon the glass plate E, as
both of same are in relative position.  When

Bis

the glass is in place and the protecting-lid is
locked to the main lid the cushion is brought
down against the glass with a bearing which
serves to prevent any tendency the loose glass
might otherwise have to rattle or unpleasant-
ly move in its supports as the coffin may be
carried. F is the flange or shoulder on the in-
terior edge of the opening in the main lid for
the reception of the glass plate E. At the up-
per and lower extremities of this opening the
shoulder is provided with overhanging flanges
J, 80 constructed as to form grooved recesses
G G’ at both these points, in which the re-
spective parts of the glass find secure engage-
ments, and which hold same in place. The
upper grooved support G’ is of a depth smaller
than the lower one G, and both are in such
relative proportion to the glass so that while
the latter cannot be removed from the coffin
by pushing same to the extreme upper limit of -
the head-groove (3, yet upon passing the glass
down against the lowest limit of the groove
G the top of the glass is no longer within. the
upper groove, and hence can be readily raised,
and the glass drawn out from the lower groove.
The glass plate is, hbowever, held within the
grooves by a constant spring-force compress-
ing same within and ap to the extreme limit
of the upper groove, so that the force of the
spring must first be overcome and the plate
slid down into the lower groove before it can
be removed from the casket,.

The means I have used in thus maintaining
a constant actuation of the plate up againstthe
inner limit of the upper groove is a simple
spring-lever piece, H, secured within the lower
groove, and bent so as fo uperate against
pressure in a line of direction leading into the
upper groove; but -any other appropriate de-
vice may be substituted for same, such as rub-
ber or equivalent yielding material, the essen-
tial matter involved being a force to press the
plate up into the head-groove, and yet capa-
ble of yielding to a superior force which will
allow of the removal of the plate, and still -
have sufficient reactive tension to resume its
original position and exert a similar power
against the plate upon replacement of the lat-
ter. It is apparent that instead of the lower
groove being deeper than the upper, and con-
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taining ‘the spring, the exact reverse may be
introdueed, and the head-groove contain the
spring, while the lower groove is of less depth,
80 both upper and lower groove may be
changed to mere plain shoulders for support-
ing: the plate, and one of the sides of the open-
ing be constructed with a groovefor the spring,
while the opposite side is also a groove, but of
less depth, and the plate be thus removable,

I have shown my groove and spring-glass
engaging device as applied to a half-glass
casket ; but it is at once seen that same may
be used in a full-glass caskef or in-any other
similar way not affecting the substance of the
invention.

Any suitable catch-piece may be used to
lift the glass from the supporting-shoulder or
compress the glass down against the spring.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

In a coffin or buarial-case, the combination,
with the independent glass lid of the main
cover, of a spring or equivalent device acting
in a plane parallel to same, whereby the glass
lid is automatically locked and unlocked, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

ETHAN ALLEN..

Witnesses:
O. M. ALLEN, Jr,,
FRANK MALLON.



