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To all whon it may concern: .

- Be it known that I, CHARLES -A. FRENCH,
of Davenport, in the county of Scott and State
of Towa, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Match-Splints, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-

- tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

art to which it pertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica-
tion, in which—

Figure 1 represents a longitudinal section
of the match, and Fig. 2 a fransverse section
ou the line z « of'Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a modi-

fication of my invention.
© Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the different figures.

The object of this invention is to render

the wood of whichi the body of the match is

composed easily ignitible from the heat en-
gendered by the 'burning of the composition
upon its end, thus avoiding the difficulty
which is frequently experienced in attempting
to light the common friction-mateh by the
failure of the wood composing its body to ig-
nite, as, owing to its bulk, the burning com-
position is unable to heat it up to the blazing-
point ; and it consists in dividing or splitting

the end of the match which is covered by the
composition into several parts, as will be here-
inafter fully set forth, and then speuﬁcally
pointed out in the clalm

In carrying out my inv entlon, I cause one
end of thé match-sticks b to be split, by any
suitable mechanism, into a number of parts,
¢ ¢, and, by using a splitting-instrument of
the proper shape, these parts, after the split-
ting, will remain slightly separated from each
other, as is clearly shown in the drawings,
thus allowing the igniting composition into.
which they are dipped to completely surround
and embed each of the fibers, thus causing
them to readily ignite and burst into a flame
when submitted to the héat of the burning
composition.
" Having thus described my inveation, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent the following :

As a new article of manufacture, a mateh-.
stick having one of its ends split or divided,
substantially as and for the purpose heremaf

ter set forth.
CHAS. A. FRENCH.
Witnesses:
8. D. BAWDEN,
S. M. FRENCH.



