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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

JOSEPH D. HOBBS, OF MEDIAPOLIS, IOWA.

IMPROVEMENT IN TRACE-CARRIERS.

Specification forming part of Leétters Pa.tent No. 183,263, dated October 17, 1876; apphcatxon filed
August 23, 1876.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosEpH D. HoBBS, of

Mediapolis, in the county of Des Moines and
State of Iowa, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Trace-Carriers; and
I do hereby declare that the following is mfull
clear, and exact descuptlon thereof, which Wlll
enable others skilled in the art to whlch it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

The nature of my invention relates to im-
provements in devices for supporting or car-
rying the ends of harness-traces when on the
draft-animal and unhitched from the vehicle;
and the invention consists in the construction
and combination of parts, as set forth in the
claimsg hereto annexed.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a top-plan view of my invention and adjacent
parts of a set of harness. Fig. 2 is a bottom
view of Fig.1. TFig. 3 is a sectional view in
the line # x of Fig. 1. Tig. 4 is a section in
the line # « of ¥ig. 1, but showing the trace-
eye iu different positions.

Referring to the parts by letters, letter A
represents a ring forming .the base of the de-
vice, and to the anterior side of which is at-
tached the end of the ordinary harness back-
strap B, and to the posterior side of which is
abta(,hed the ordinary crupper body-strap C,
and to the sides of which are attached the
hip-straps D, and beneath which is the rump-
leather E. F F represent parallel arches ris-
ing from the ring A, and supporting between
them a plate, G, having side flanges ¢ on its
under sides, and between which the hooks H
are pivoted at one end, and held outward at

their distal ends by a spring, h, coiled on a
shaft, &/, and its ends resting against said
hooks H. II are curved bars attached to the
ring A and bars F, and braced by the bars 4,
as plainly shown at Fig. 1. The lower ends
of the hooks H are pressed outward against
the lower side of the bars I by the spring k.
J J represent ordinary trace or tug eyes at-
tached to the rear end of tugs or traces K.

Figs. 1,2, and 3 show my invention in place,
and the eyes J engaged with the hooks H H,
for supporting the ends of the traces K. The
right-hand side of Fig. 4 shows the position
in which to place the eye J, in order to enter
and engage with the hook H, and the left-
hand side of Fig. 4 shows the position in which
to place the eye J, in order to press the hook
H back and permit the eye J to be withdrawn. .

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. Ina trace-carrier, the bridge-plate G, con-
structed as deseribed, and supported between
the bars ', rising from the ring A, and arranged
to operate with the hooks H, bars I, and eyes
J, substantially as descrlbcd and for the pur-
pose specified.

2. A trace-carrier consisting of ring A, bars
F and 1, plate G, hooks H, and spring &, all
constructed and arranged substantially as de-
scribed, and for the purpose specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in plebence of
two witnesses.

JOSEPH D. HOBBS.

Witnesses :
M. H. BARRINGER,
SAML, N, GROSE.



