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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ABNER WOODWARD,

of Shelburne Falls, in the county of Franklin

-and State of Massachusetts, have invented a
newand useful Improvement in Baby-Cradles,
of which the following is a specification :

The object of my invention is to provide a
cradle that is especially convenient and serv-
iceable. It is light in weight, strong, and at
the same time, on account of its peculiar con-
struction, it iselastic in all its parts, suscepti-
ble to the slightest motion, and therefore
easily swung, and it is also easily moved by
means of the wheels which are attached to
its supports, thereby combining with it all
the advantages of a baby-carriage.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view of the cradle, together with' its
adjustable top or hood. Fig. 2 represents a
plan view of the cradle in eombination with

- its supports.

The cradle A is made of any suitable and
elastic material, either wood or metal. The
top rails B B approach each other at either
end, thus forming an elliptical opening. They
terminate in theenlarged extremities or knobs
C C of the bottom rail D, which passes along
the bottom of the cradle, from one end to the
other, and curving upwardly at each end. In
the top of the knobs C C screw-eyes are in-
serted, to which are econnected rings, by which
the cradle is suspended from the spring-hooks
E E at the top of the supports F F. Ribs G
G extend transversely around the bottom of
the cradle, {rom one top rail to the other. An

adjustable top or hood, H, is designed to be’

extended over the cradle A, for the parpose
of protecting the face of the occupant. Its
frame is made of material similar to that of
the cradle. It is easily adjusted to the cradle
by inserting the lower end of the rib I into
the socket J on the knobs C C af either end
of the cradle, and springing the mortise in
the lower extremities ot the transverse ribs
K K onto the inside of the top rails of the
cradle. The elastic pressure of the transverse
ribs K K against the top rails B B holds
them firmly in place. The cradle, without the

adjustable top, presents the shape of a hemi-
spheroid.  The supports F F of the cradle
are composed of two pieces of the same elas-
tic material as that of the cradle. They are
bent in an oval shape, the central portions of
which, from @ to b, being ‘made straight, so
that they may rest more firmly upon the floor.
Attached to each support on the bottom, at
either ¢ or b, are wheels L L, made of wood
or metal, the axles of which may be fastened
to the supports F F by clasps secured to
them with set-screws, or by bolts passing
through the supports, or in any other snitable
manuer., The supports F F are joined to-
gether at their upper extremities M M by
hinges, to which are attached the elastic hooks
E E, the upright portion of which, and on
which the cradle is supported, is composed of
a coil-spring, or other material of an elastic
nature. Near the top of that end of the sup-
ports I F which is the greatest distance from
the wheels L L is fastened a strap or handle,
N, for raising the supports, and thus throw-
ing the weight of the cradle upon the wheels,
for the convenience of moving it from place
to place. Braces O O, with or without joints,
are attached to and near either end of the
supports F F, to control the separation of the
bottom of the supports when in position to
suspend the cradle.

What I claim is— _ ’

The combination,in a cradle, of the portable

‘cradle-body A, made of any elastic material,

and elliptical in form, suspended by means of
suitable rings and spring-hooks E E to the
hinged extremities M M of the bent supports
F It, to the bottom of which are attached
wheels, in such a manner that, by raising one
of these extremities by means of a strap or
handle, the weight of the eradle is thrown
upon the wheels, for the greater convenience
of moving it from place to place, substantially
as described.
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