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UNITED STATES

PATEl\T'I' OFFICE

JOHN C. MILLER, OF BRIDGEWATER, VIRGINIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN STONE-DRESSING MACHINES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 183,586, dated October 24, 1876 ; application filed
: September 16, 1876,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN C. MILLER, of
Bridgewater, in the county of Rockingham and
State of Virginia, have invented a new and
Improved Machine for Dressing the Heads of
Gravestones, of which the following is a speci-
fication: ' :

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1
represents a vertical longitudinal section on
line » », Fig. 2. Fig. 2 is a vertical trans-
verse section on line y ¥, Fig. 1; and Fig. 3,
a borizontal section on line 2 2, Fig. 2, of my
improved machine for dressing the heads of
gravestones.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The invention has reference to a machine
for grinding and dressing the ends or heads
of grave and other stones into any required
shape in rapid and convenient manner, with-
out danger of injuring the slabs by cutting
or otherwise; and the invention consists of
adjustable supporting - pieces and holding-
planks, between which the stones are secured
head downward, to be ground or dressed by
a reciprocating trough with a metallic shap-
ing-plate containing sand and water.

In the drawing, A represents the bed or
base frame, on which is reciprocated, by suit-
able power, a carriage, B, that runs on track-
rails of bed A. The bed-frame A has rigidly-
braced uprights A’, between which the stones
to be dressed are mounted and retained by
vertical cloth-covered strips D, that are ad-
justed to the greater or less width of stones
by horizontal arms I, The arms D’ slide,
by means of slots, along clamp-screws of up-
rights A/, and are rigidly set to the stones
thereby. The faces of the stones are covered
by wooden holding-plates C, that are lined
with heavy cloth to prevent the sand from in-
juring the stones.

The plates C are firmly applied to the
stones by lateral strips C/, that are supported
and clamped by means of adjustable brack-
ets I, that are applied to the inside of the
uprights and set by slots and clamp-screws,
in similar manner as the stone-holding pieces
D, being thus adapted to secure the plates to
the varying thickness of the stones. . The

lower ends or heads of the stones, projecting
below the plate, extend into a trough, B/, of
carriage B, that grinds them off by sand and
water placed therein. The trough B’ is made
of a metallic plate of the shape to which the
stones are to be ground, and may be readily
changed according to the shape to be im-
parted to the ends of the stones. The metal-
lic shaping-trough B! is secured to side and
head pieces of carriage B by longitudinal
fastening-rods B?, which, on being unscrewed,
admit the removing of the trongh and putting
in of another.

The plates C'may be provided with project-
ing Iugs at the lower ends to facilitate the
true centering of plates and stones. .

The dressing of the heads of the stones is
by this machine accomplished with a consid-
erable saving of time and labor, and without
the least danger of injuring the marble or
other slab in cutting out the head portion. =~

The grinding or dressing of the stone is
performed entirely by attrition of the sand
and water, the trough determining only the
contour or shape of the dressed surface.

Having thus described my iavention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A machine for dressing the heads of
grave and other stones, being composed of a
reciprocating carriage with head shaping and
grinding trough, and of adjustable stone-sup-
porting frames and face-plates, substantially
as described, and for the purpose specified.

2. The combination of the holding face-
plates C, adjustable side pieces D 1), cross-
pieces C/, and adjustable brackets E, to sup-
port any size of stone to be exposed to the
grinding action of the trough, substantially
as set forth.

3. The reciprocating carriage, constructed
of an exchangeable metallic shaping-trough,
supporting side and head pieces, and longi-
tudinal connecting-rods, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth,

JOHN C. MILLER.
‘Witnesses:
8. F. SANGER,
S. G. DINKEL,



