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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DANIEL C. STOVER, of
Freeport, in the county of Stephenson and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Fence-Hooks;
and I.do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to makeand use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. :

This invention relates to a device for fast-
ening the bars or strips of a metallic fence to
the post, and consists in a clasp or hook, hav-
ing a shank to be driven into the post, and
the clasp or hook adapted to receive the strips
or bars.

In the annexed drawing, Figure 1 repre-
sents a perspective view of a fence-post and a
section of bars or strips, showing the hook in
position as used, and Fig. 2 is a perspective
of the hook.

In the annexed drawing, A represents an
ordinary fence-post. B are the strips or bars
forming the panels, and C the hook or clasp.

No claim is made in this application to any
peculiar form of post, or strips or bars form-
ing the panels; but the invention relates es-
pecially to the device for fastening the strips
or bars to the post. ,

The clasp or hook C, as represented, is
formed with a shank, a, for entering thé post,
having a projection, ¢, on its outer end, and
provided on its under side with a hook or
clasp, d e. The outer projection ¢ serves the
double office of & head, by which the hook is
driven into the post, while the under portion
assists in holding the strips or bars in posi-
tion, as will be hereinatter described.

This hook or clasp is formed of metal of any
character that will yield or bend, so that when
the strips or bars are placed within the hook
or clasp the outer portion e can be bent up

against the strips or bars, holding the same
firmly in place against the inner part b, while
the under part of the projection ¢ prevents the
bars or strips from being displaced while the
same are held in the clasps d e.

If desired to be removed at any time the
outer portion of the clasp can be bent out-
ward, and the bars or strips will be released.

If desired, the shank & may be provided
with flanges or ribs b, to assist in holding the
shank more firmly in the post. .

In use, the hooks may be secured to the
post either before or atter the panels are put
up. The strips or bars are placed within the
clasp d ¢, and the same bent as described,
which secures the strips or bars firmly in. po-
sition. By using a hook or elasp to secure the
bars or strips, the bars or strips are held away
from the post, which is very desirable, as the
metal forming the panels will rust or corrode

1if held against the post, as moisture collects

and is held between the metal and post.

Another advantage gained by the use of a
clasp is, that the panels can be put up and
taken down without removing the clasp from
the post.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— - . »

1. A clasp or hook adapted to be secured
to a post, and provided with projection ¢ and’
the parts d e of yielding material for the par-
pose of securing metallic fence-rails to posts,
for the purpose set forth, ' :

2. The hook G, having shank & b, projection
¢, and the parts d e, for the nurpose of secur-
ing the metallic fence-rails to the posts, for the
purpose set forth, . . '

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own L affix my signature in presence of

two witnesses.
DANIEL C. STOVER.
Witnesses: ’
R. B. SMITH,
J. BRINKERHOFF.



