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IMPROVEMENT IN GROCERS’ SAMPLE-CASES,

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 183,614, dated October 24, 1876; application filed
- March 14, 1876.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HANS A. WINDEN, of
Clermont, in the county of Fayette and State
of Iowa, have invented a new and Improved
~ Sample-Case for the Exhibition of Groceries ;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same.

In the drawings accompanying and forming
- part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
a perspective view of my invention. Fig. 2
represents a transverse section of the same.

The object of my invention is the construe-
tion of a sample-case for the exhibition of gro-
ceries and similar merchandise, in which, small
quantities of material only being used as samn-
ples, the goods may be shown to the best ad-
vauntage, and the waste of material incident
to frequent handling may be avoided.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents a long case, made of wood, metal, or oth-
er suitable material, the top of which slopes
steeply from rear to front,so that the cross-
section of the case is triangular in shape.
The top a is of glass, and may either be fit-
ted permanently to the case, or may, if prefer-
able, constitute a hinged lid, secured by a
lock. Titting accurately at front and rear
within the case is the block B, made of wood
or other suitable material. The upper surface
of the block B slopes in the same direction
and af the same angle as the glass cover or
lid a, and is divided into a number of com-
partments by the thin low partitions b b b, &e.
The block, not being so high as the interior of
the case, slides freely up and down within.
At regular distances along its bottom are the
circular depressions or cavities o’ b’ ¥/, &e.,
which are arranged in pairs, one of each pair
being as far“from the front edge of the bottom
of the block as its fellow is from the rear edge
of the same. In these cavities are fitted the

strong spiral springs O C, their free ends rest-
ing, when in position, upon the bottom of the
case. '

The following is the manner of using the

case : Thelid or cover being removed, the spi-
ral springs are inserted into the circular cavi-
ties of the block, which is then placed within
the case. The different divisions of the sur-
face of the block are then filled with small
quantities of different merchandise, and the
cover or lid is placed and secured in position.
The springs, acting against the bottom of the
case, keep the edges of the thin partitions
pressed closely against the inner surface of the
glass lid, making each division a perfect and
separate compartment, from which none of the
countained material can escape.

The advantages of my invention are as fol-
lows : The case, being of simple construction,
can be made cheaply, and does not easily get
outofrepair. Itmaybeof any desired length,
may be readily secured to the counter, to
which it is a protection and ornament, or it
may be fastened to the window-sill, and the
goods thus shown outside.

Theshapeand arrangement of the case make
it an excellent means of exhibiting various
kinds of merchandise, small quantities of ma-
terial being spread out, and retained in that
position by the pressure of the springs. The
block fitting aceurately within the case, and
the edges of the thin partitions being pressed
closely and evenly against the glass, the com-
partments are perfectly separated, and the
samples cannot be mixed, nor their material
wasted.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claiwn as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A grocer’s sample-case, consisting of the tri-
angular box A, having glass top a, the corre-
spondingly-shaped block B, and the springs C,
the whole constructed and arranged as speci-
fied.

HANS A. WINDEN.

Witnesses:
Soron C. KEMON,
CHAS. A. PETTIT.




