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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, ARNOLD HORMANN,
mechanical engineer, of Hoboken, Hudson
county, New Jersey, have invented certain
Improvements relating to Inkstands, of which

-the following is a specification:

Heretofore inkstands have either been con-
structed with a large mouth for admitting the
pen freely without arresting it before it strikes
the bottom, or (fo prevent the ink from soil-
ing the pen-holder, and consequently the fin-
gers of the writer) with a small funnel or simi-
lar shaped vessel attached, into which the pen
is dipped, and which arrests the motion of the
same. This latter construction is very injuri-
ous to the pen. To avoid these and other
evils I 8o construct an inkstand that only the

Pen of the writer can be introduced into the

ink, but not the pen-holder. I accomplish this
by raising the central portion of the bottom of
my inkstand conically up to its mouth, pro-
ducing by this means a narrow circular open-
ing, which admits only the pen, but does not
allow the pen-holder to pass into the ink-res-
ervoir, which latter is of the proper depth to
prevent an ordinary pen from touching the
bottom. The conical or conoidal projection of
the bottom serves also another purpose—that
of taking the unnecessary ink from the pen in
withdrawing it from the inkstand. The co-
noid furthermore reduces the surface of the
ink, and, consequently, decreases its evapora-
tion. Another importantadvantage is the in-
creased facility of keeping the pen always in
good condition, The ink ecannot dry on the
pen if writing is stopped for a shorter orlonger
period, provided that the same is introduced
into the inkstand and left there. The conoid,
as above stated, prevents the pen-holder from
entering the ink, and keeps it always in posi-
tion to be readily grasped by the hand of the
writer, if work is resumed.

The accompanying drawings form a part of
this specification.

Figure 1 is a central vertical section of what
I consider a good and substantial form of my
invention; and Fig. 2 is a plan view of the
same, the lower half being in section on the
line S8 S in Fig.1l. Figs.3 and 4 show two
slightly-modified forms of inkstands, exhibit-
ing my invention. ¥Fig. 3 is a central vertical

section through a stand with a hinged cover,
The latter is lifted, and a pen-holder and pen
are shown in the position which they will as-
sume when left in the ink. This form is con-
siderably lighter than that shown in Figs. 1
and 2, the conoid being hollow. Fig.4isa
corresponding section of a very simple form of
the invention, intended to be made of thin
cheap material, and to be closed by an ordi-
nary cork, as represented. I calculate this to
take the place of the small octagonal or round
bottles or stands now extensively sold with
the ink, and retailing at a very low figure. 1
can furnish a larger article, which will only
hold the same or a smaller quantity of ink than
the ordinary one, having nearly all the advan-
tages of my “desk-inkstands.”

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

A is the main body of the inkstand, and A
the neck or mouth thereof. A?is the conoidal
elevation of the bottom, and A® the annular
ink space or reservoir, the entrance ¢ into
which is only three-sixteenths of an inch wide,
a little more or less, so that an ordinary pen-
holder cannot pass through it, but only the
pen, the ink-space A’ being deep enough to
prevent any ordinary pen from reaching the
bottom.

The inkstand thus far deseribed I produce
of glass in a press-mold, in the usual manner,
the neck being ¢ closed in” and finished as is
common in the manufacture of inkstands.

The cover B may either be made of glass
and separate from the main body, as shown in
Fig.1, orof metal and hinged, as represented
in Mig.3. The former may be ground air-tight
onto the stand.

The flaring entrance to the ink-reservoir A3,
produced by the conoid A?and neck Al, facili-
tates the introduction of the pen greatly, which
latter may be held in the hand of the writer
in dipping in the same position in which it is
held while writing.

The motion of the pen need not be carefully
measured to prevent the same from entering
the ink too deep or striking the bottom, as is
necessary in an ordinary inkstand, but may
be careless and vigorous, the conoid A? sue-
cessfully stopping the pen-holder and saving
the pen. In withdrawing the pen from the
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stand, it naturally slides with its hollow side
over the conoid A% which latter frees it from
-the surplus ink, and lets it flow back ‘into the
ink-reservoir.

When it is desired to stop writing for a
shorter or longer period, the pen may be left
in the ink, as represented in Fig. 3. The co-
nrid will keep the pen-holder in the proper po-
sition to be conveniently grasped with the
hand when writing is again commenced.

It will readily be seen that the difficulties
which arise from having the ink dry on the
pen are successfully avoided by the use of my
inkstand.

A comparatively large body of ink may-be
contained in the reservoir A% with a very small
amount of evaporative surface, keeping the
ink in a good condition for a long while. The
reservoir may be made to hold a large quan-
tity of ink or a very small one; so may the
bottom be solid or hollow, with as many re-
flecting-surfaces as is desirable.

The construction allows of very easy clean-
ing. A little stick introduced through the
passage a will aid in removing particles of ink
which should adhere to either side of the ink-
reservoir with extraordinary tenacity.

The external design of the inkstand may be
varied within wide limits without departing
from the principle of my invention. Instead
of glass, hard rubber, composition stone, mar-
ble, or any other suitable material may be em-
ployed.

I claim as my invention—

In an inkstand, the conoidal projection A2
in the annular iuk-space A3, reaching up with-
in the mouth Al so as to form a contracted
annular passage, a, substantially as and for
the purposes herein set forth.

ARNOLD HORMANN.
‘Witnesses:
A. BERGMANN,
A. WIGGERS.

Sy




