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IMPROVEMENT IN TRUNK-STAYS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 183,917, dated October 31, 1876 ; application filed
September 28, 1576,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER Fr ANKEL,
of Newark, in the county of Essex and.State
of New Jersey, have invented certain lm.
provements in Trunk-Stays, of which the fol-

-lowing is & specification :

My invention consists in an improved con-

- struction of  trunk-stays, whereby they are
- rendered less liable to come in contact with

obstructions in closing the trunk, and which

-may be releaged by the drawing down of the

lid in the act of closing the trunk, as herein-
after more fally explained.

In the drawing, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view of the improved device applied
to a trunk, and Fig. 2 a view of the same de-
tached. :

As shown in the drawing the stay consists
of a thin strip of metal, pivoted at its upper
end to the lid of the trunk by means of a
screw or uail passing through a hole, 0, near
the end of the strip, as shown. From a point
about midway between the ends of the stay a
slot, r, is cut, extending toward the lower end
of the same, and connecting with, or termi.
nating in, & short slot or notch, s, which stands
inclined at au angle of about forty-five de-

" grees to the ‘wain slot », the point ¢ of their

Junction being rounded off, as shown in Fig,
2, The main slot r is cut at such an angle to
the axis or edges of the stay that, when the
trunk-lid is raised up, as shown in Fig. 1, the
slot stands nearly in line with the upper edge
of the trunk, said slot working over a pin or
screw, d, which has a head wider than the
slot, in order to prevent the stay from slip-
ping off the pin, said stay dropping down when
the lid is raised clear up, and allowing the
noteb ¢ to straddle the pin or screw d, agaiust
which ove of the sides of the slot ¢ rests, as
shown in Fig. 1, thereby locking the lid in its
raised position.

It will be seen that, by this construction,
the stay A is cansed to move forward in a
straight line, or nearly so, instead of passiug
downward into the main body of the trunk,
ssusual: This arrangement renders the stay

much less liable to come in contact with ob-
structions than when it is caused to passdown
into the trunk in the ordinary manner.

The shert slot or noteh g being cat, as before
stated, at an angle of about forty-five degrees
to the main slet », instead of at a right angle
thereto, as they are usually coustructed, it
will be observed that a slight pressare on the
lid downward will cause the stay to ride up-
ward ou the pin d, the slot s coming out of
contact with the said pin, and the slot » com-
into line with the same, allowing the lid to be
brought clear down. Although the stay may
be thus released, there is sufficient force re.
quired to overcome its kold when locked in
position, to prevent its becomiug loosened by
any ordivary jarring that might occur in moy-
ing or walking about the room.

It is obvious that the inclined notch s may
be used in connection with the ordiuary stay,
in which the slot r is made parallel with the
edges of the stay; or that the stay, having
the inclined slot 7, may be nsed in counection
with the right-angle notch commonly used in
stays of this description.

In Fig. 2 the stay is shown carved slightly,
this being done for the purpose of allowing
the slot  to be made at the necessary angle
to the sides without increasing the width of
metal in the strip.

This device makes a very simple, cheap,
and efficient article,

Having thus described my invention, what
1 claim ig—

1. A trank-stay having its longitudinal or
guiding slot » inelined, as shown, whereby it
is made to move forward in a divect line, or
nearly so, when the trunk is closed, substau-
tially as aud for the purpose set forth,

2. A trank-stay having the longitudinal slot
r terminating in the carved slot or noteh 8,
whereby the stay may be released by simply
pressing the cover forward, as set forth,
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