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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WinLiay WATKINS, of
the city of Joliet, in Will county, and State
of Illinois, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Barb-Ielice, of which the following
is a specification, reference being had to the
annexed drawings, making a part of this speeci-
fication, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a section
of the wire cable, having a barb intertwined H
and Figs. 2 and 3, plan views on the top of
the barbs, separate from the wire cable, -

My invention relates more particularly to
that class of barb-fences, or barbed cables for
fences,in which aflat metal strip having barbs
at either end is twisted, at short intervals, in
between strands of wire, and arranged to poin
in all directions.

In the drawings, ¢ ¢ represent a couple of
ordinary fence-wires, having the flat metal
barb A intertwined between them, as shown
barticularly in-Fig. 1. The barb used in Fig.
1is of the shape shown in Fig. 3, being a thin
metal strip of any desired length, width, and
thickness suitable for the purpose, although
the barb may be of the shape shown at
Fig. 2.

The principal thing I elaim to have invent.
ed is this: Heretofore the flat metal barb A
has been put through between the wires ¢
crosswise, and then the points bent out from
each other, so the barb conld not drop out.
" That mode of putting in-the barbs is found

to be quite unsatisfactory, because the barbs
are loose, and do not adjust themselves to the

twist of the wires. To overcome that partic-
ular difficulty I put the barb A in between the
strands ¢ of the cable laterally or lengthwise,
after they have been bent in the shape shown
in Fig.1, by means of which the barb assumes
the exact twist given to the strands ¢ of the
cable, so that the barb A becomes immovable
in any direction, and also presents four points
in as many directions. :

I do not claim to have invented the barb A
as it is before it is intertwined spirally be-
tween the two strands ¢ of the cable, as they
have been used that way before without the
twist in the body of the barb, but put in cross-
wise, as before stated.

By the points of the barb A being turned
out at right angles, or nearly 80, with each
other, they form a crotch, in which the eable
lies, which assists very materially in holding
the barbs in place, by reason of the barb A
being placed between the strands of the cable
¢ laterally, as shown in Fig. 1, which is not
the case where the barb is pubin erosswise.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is as follows, to wit :

The flat barb A, spirally twisted lengthwise,
and placed laterally between the strands of
the cable ¢, and having its points turned out,
as shown, forming a crotch to hold the cable,
all arranged as and for the purpose set forth,

WILLIAM WATKINS.

Witnesses:

Tros. H. HUTCHINS,
Wu. J. HUTCHINS.




