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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, WILLIAM R. BARK-
SHIRE and DUANE T. DAvVIS, of Pana, in the
county of Christian and State of Illinois, have
invented a new and valuable Improvement in
Bustles; and we do hereby declare that the
followmg is a tull, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the constructlon and operation of the
same, reference being had to the annexed
drawings, making a partof this specification,
and to the letters and figures of reference
marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representa-
tion of a perspective view of this invention.
Fig. 2 is a side view of one of the ears orside
plates. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the
belt and hook.- Fig.4is a perspective section
of the same. ‘

This invention has relation to tournures or
bustles for ladies’ use;.and it consists of the
upwardly and outwa,rdly bent wires running
from side to side, and the downwardly-bent
brace wire, the coil bends near the ends of the
same, the ears or plates to which the ends of
the wires are attached, and the adjusting belt,
as hereinafter fully shown and described.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter
A designates the lateral ears or plates, to
which the wires of the bustle and the belt are
attached. B B’ represent the bows of the
bustle, whjch extend one below the other up-
ward and outward from side to side. C indi-
cates the brace-bow, which is arranged in a
downward curve from side to side. The ears

A are each cut out in front, at @, and above

and below this noteh or bay extend forward
short arms b, to which the: ends of the brace-
bow are secured. These ends extend across
the notch or bay of the ear, as shown at ¢, and
form bars for the attachment of the belt D.
At about the middle of each ear the end of
the upper bow B is attached in a position
nearly vertical, and in rear thereof the end
of the lower bow B/ is attached to said ear in
a horizontal position or at right angles with
the end of the bow B. These ends thus form
ribs on the plate, as shown at e, and serve to
strengthen the same.

Beyond the margin of each ear or fasten-
ing-plate, each bow is bent into a coil verti-
cally, as shown -at g. These coils give elas-

tially as specified.

ticity to the bows near the ear, and prevent
the wires from being distorted, and perma-
nently bent out of shape by pressure.

If desirable, the ends of the hows may be
fastened permanently to the ears, or they may
be made adjustable, and secured by set-screws
or otherwise, being thereby readily adapted
to larger or swaller persons; The belt D is
provided .with a buckle or other fastening,
whereby it may be secured around the waist.
The belt is secured at the sides to the bars ¢
of the plates by hooks h or other suitable
fastenings, which are designed to be easily
adjusted on the beit, so that the plates or
ears of the bustle may be arranged nearer
together or farther apart, as may be neces-
sary to give the desired fullness.

‘When the bustle is fastened around the
waist, the brace-bow C extends down the back,
and serves to contract the pressure upon.the

‘bustle-bows B B’, keeping the ears or plates -

A in position.

By means of the end coils, the braces are
arranged to spring out of the way under the
weight of the person, when sitting or lying,
and to readjust themselves in position when
relieved from this pressure.

As usually constructed, the plates A are
formed of rectangular blanks of sheet metal,
doubled at 2z, cut out at @ and corrugated, as
shown at ¢ for the reception of the ends of
the bows. To secure the folds together the -
corners & are bent over, as shown in Fig. 2 of
the drawings.

What we claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— )

1. The combnmtlon of the side plates A,
and belt D, with the bustle-bows B B/, and
the brace- bow C, said bows having the verm-
cal coils g near ba;ld plates, substantially as
specified.

2. The folded side plates A for bustles, bent
at 2, .cut out at a, and corrugated at e, for the
reception of the ends of t;he bows, and se-
cured by the taurned-down corners k substan-

3. In a bustle, having the outward and up-
ward bows B B/, coiled vertically at g, the
brace - bow C extending downward to rest
against the back, and counteract the pressure
on the bustle-bows, substantially as specified,
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4. The combination, with the bustle-plates,
having the arms b and notches a of the ends
¢ of the brace - bow, connected to said arms,
and extending across said notches to form
fastening - bars for the belt, substantially as
specified. :

In testimony that we claim the above we

have hereunto subscribed our names in the
presence of two witnesses. ‘
WILLIAM R. BARKSHIRE.
_ DUANE T. DAVIS.
Witnesses:
Jos. N. PATTON,
D. D. Ross.




