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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

MARTIN McDEVITT, OF HAMPTON, VIRGINIA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF HIS -
RIGHT TO MILTON B. CROWELL, OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVEMENT IN BASES FOR WOODEN COLUMNS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 184,645,‘dated November 21, 1876; application filed
QOctober 31, 1576. .

To all whom it muy concern:

Be it known that I, MARTIN McDEVITT, of
“Hampton, in the county of Elizabeth City and
State of Virginia, have invented a certain new
and useful Base for Wooden Columns, of
which the following is a specification :

The olject of my invention is to provide a
cheap and darablesupport for wooden columns
of buildings, porches, fences, &c.; and wy im-
provement consists ina hollow cast-metal base-
piece, having a central opening or socket at
top for the reception of the column or post,
and a series of openings at bottom to admit of
a circnlation of air and the passage of water,
as hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figare 1 is
a vertical central section of a base embodying
iy improvement; and Fig. 2, a plan view,
half in section, of the same. o

My improved base A is formed of thin cast
metal,and of any desired configuration, square,
cireular, or polygonal. 1t is preferably en-
ti-ely openat bottom, around which are formed
-a series of openings, a a, for the admission of
air to its interior, and for the passage of rain or
other water. A central opening, at, is formed
in its top, into which the postor column is in-
serted, a shoulder formed ou the latter rest-

-ing on the metal surrounding the opening a,
as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 1.

1t preferred, a socket may be formed for
the column by a flange on the base, so as to
obviate the necessity of shouldering the col-
umn. Openings a® a* may be formed in the

base for the insertion of horizontal rails, in
situations where the latter are used.

The base may be retained in position by pins
or bolts driven into the flooring or foundation
contiguous to its corners, or lugs a® a® may be
provided for the reception of spikes or bolts.

The base is to be cast as thin as possible,
compatible with necessary strength, and may
be tluted or ribbed, so as to combine additional
strength with an ornamental appearauce.

- Among its advantages will be found practi-
cal economy, as it may be manufactured and
sold in quantities as cheaply as the present
wooden bases, while its durability is obviously
greatly superior to that of the latter. More-
over, the columus ean be readily placed in po- -
sition or removed, and the free circulation of
air and water between the foundation and the
lower end of the column tends to prevent rot-

| ting, which is a cause of deterioration in the

ordinary coustruction.

I claim as my invention and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent—

As a new article of manufacture, a hollow
cast-metal base for wooden columns, having
an upper opening or socket for the reception
of the column, and a series of openings aronnd
its boftow for the passage of air and water,
substantially as set forth.

MARTIN McDEVITT.
Witnesses:
M. B. CROWELL,
E, D. WILBEIN.




