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To all 'whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ELBRIDGE H. GROVER,
of Bostou, in'the couuty of Suffolk and State
of Massachusetts, bhave invénted a flexible dis-
tributer for mucitage and ink holders, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription, reference. bemg had to the.acecom-
panying (}rawmgb, making part of this speci-
fication, in which—

' Figu‘re 1 is a perspective view of a muecil-
age-holder, having my flexible distributer ap-
plied thereto. Fig. 2 is a vertical section
through the center of the same. Fig. 3 is
a perspective view of my flexible distrib-
uter, to be applied to a receptacle for con-

taining ink, the form of the point of the dis-.

tributer being such as to adapt it for use as a
substitute for a marking-brush. Fig. 4 is a
vertical central section through the same.

My inveution consists in a peeuliar con-
struction of a perforated flexible distributer,
to be applied to a receptacle for containing
mucilage or ink, which is evenly distributed
upon the surface required, by a slight press-
ure thereon, the distributer thus serving as a
substitute for either the ordinary mucilage or
marking brash.

To enable others skilled in the art to under-
stand and use my invention, I will proceed to
describe the manner in which I have carried

_it out.

In the said drawings, A represents a bottle
for bolding mucilage, over the neck of which
is sprung the base of a rubber or other suita-
ble flexible distributer, B, the top of which is
beveled off at @ @ on two of its opposite sides,
and is provided with a series of small aper-
tures, b, extending horizontally across it in
proximity to its npper. edge, through which
the liquid contents of the bottle may be ejected
upon the surface desired, when one of the bev-
eled perforated sides a is brought into contact
therewith and pressed thereon.

By this construction the mucilage is allowed
to escape through the perforations on the bev-
eled side, and the solid tip following serves to

spread the mucilage as it passes, so that the
operation of gumming is performed at a sin.
gle operation of the hand.

Within the distributer, at its upper end, is
placed a piece of sponge, ¢, for regulating the
flow of the liquid, and preventing its too rap-
id escape, the sponge being prevented from
becoming displaced and dropping down into
the mouth of the bottle by a flange, d, a cham-
ber; e, for the sponge being thus formed. C -
is a metallic cap or cover, which fits over the
distributer B, and rests on a flange or shoul-
der, kb, extending around the neck of the bot-
tle, this cap serving to protect the distributer
from dust, which would otherwisé ecollect
thereon and close the apertures b, and thus
obstruct the flow of the hiquid in the bottle.

Should, however, these apertures be tempo-
rarily closed, the mucilage therein can be read-
ily removed by simply pressing one of the bev-
eled sides a of the distributer on any hard.
surface. '

When construncted as shown in Figs. 1 and
2, my improved distributer performs the office
of a mucilage-brush; but by making the dis-
tributer in the form shown in Figs. 3 and 4,
with corrugated or grooved exterior surfaces,
provided with perforations ¢, and inclining to
a point, and of polygonal or other form in
cross-section, it serves as a valuable substi-
tute for a marking-brush when applied to a
receptacle or pot containing ink.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

The perforated flexible distributer B, hav-
ing a closed or solid point, and perforated on
the sides below the poinf, to be applied to
mucilage and ink holders, substantially as
and for the purpose described.

‘Witness my hand this 5th day of Septem-
ber, 1876.

ELBRIDGE H. GROVER.

In presence of—
N. W. STEARNS,
W. J. CAMBRIDGE.




