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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, DAvVID T. McCLEL-
LAN and TrOMAS J. MOBRIDE, of Mount Ver-
non, in the county of Knox and State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and aseful Im-
provements in Barrel-Covers; and we do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it per-
tains to make and use it, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, which for
part of this specification. )

Our invention relates to covers for barrels,
casks, and the like.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a plan
view of a cover provided with our said in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a view, in side elevation, of
two forins or embodiments of which said in-
vention is capable.

The invention consists in the parts and com-
binations, as will hereinafter be more fully
specified and claimed, wherein A is a lid or
cover of any suitable material and fashion.
This lid is divided into two parts, so that when
one part thereof is secured to the barrel, the
other, hinged or attached thereto, may be
thrown baek thereon, and the barrel thus par-
tially opened. To oune section of the lid or
cover A is attached a frame or guides, B B.
Said frame may be constructed in one piece,
or of several parts, separately attached, as

may be desired, and is of any suitable form |

necessary to accommodate the parts herein-
after to be described. C O are the forked or
pronged fasteners or bars, made preferably
with two prongs, and of such a length as to
accommodate the outer or inner shape of the
barrel. When it is desired that the prongs
shall engage upon the inside of the barrel,
they are made straight, as shown in part first
of Fig. 2. If, however, as might frequently
be the case, it is desirable that the retaining
mechanism be sitnated outside of the barrel,
the prongs of the fasteners or bars C are
lengthened and turned down and under the

cover, as shown in part two of Fig. 2, whereby
the points will engage upon the outside of the
barrel and accomplish the same result.

If desired, the prongs of the fasteners or
bars C may be replaced by a single-pointed
bar. D is a rod connecting the pronged fast-
eners or bars C. Itis provided with rightand
left hand screw - threads ¢, which, engaging
with fasteners C, simultaneously move them
toward or from each other, as said rod D is
turned one way or another by the thumb-
nut d.

The operation of the device is as follows:
The lid A, provided with the parts hereinbe:
fore described, is placed upon the barrel, and
the screw-rod D is turned until the points of
the fasteners C engage with the sides of the
barrel. When this is accomplished it will be
apparent that the lid A is secarely fastened
to the top of the barrel. Whenever neces-
sary, the barrel may be opened by swinging
back the loose section A’ of the lid hereinbe-
fore mentioned.

What we claim as our invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A lid-fastener consisting, essentially, in
the combination, with two separate pronged
or pointed bars, of an intermediate reversely
screw - threaded rod, whereby the engaging-
bars may be readily adjusted, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination, with the bars C C, sup-
ported in guides B B, secured to the lid of a
tub or other receptacle, of the reversely screw-
threaded rod D -and thumb- nuat d, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

DAVID T. McCLELLAN.
THOMAS J. McBRIDE.
Witnesses:
WILLARD S. HYDE,
DANIEL W. PARKE.




