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April 24, 1876.

To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that we, JOSIAH B. GATHRIGHT
and JAMES C. WATSON, both of the city of
Louisville, State of Kentucky, have invented
a new and useful Machine for Stamping Bor-
der Impressions and Designs upon Leather-
Work ; and we hereby declare that the follow-
. ing is a full, clear, and exact description of
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, which form a part of this
specification.

The object of our invention is to provide a
machine that will make impressions on leather

similar to those made by * band-stamping,”.

but much faster and more perfectly than can
be done by the most expert workman.

Heretofore nonice stamped borders could be
put.upon saddles (for which our machine is es-
pecially adapted) exeeptby hand-stamping. In
that process the workman has to place the
stamp and strike for eachimpression ; and, as
only small-sized stamps make nice work, the
process was necessarily quite slow, even with
experts, and, consequently, expensive. Fur-
. thermore, in stamping a border, one or more
 creased ” or “ beaded ” rows are made by a
 double-creaser,” (a hand-tool,) and a row of
stamping is run on each side, after the crease
has been made.  This is all done.at one time
by our invention—that is, a center crease is
made, and both rows of stamping put on si-
mpltaneously, thus saving much time.

The frame-work of our invention consists of
a strong base-plate, A A, for stamping upon,
and a strong arm, B B, for supporting the
working parts, which is firmly set and secured
upon one end of the base-plate, and extends
out over the base-plate any desired length.
The outer end of this arm is provided with
the face lugs or projections C C, which form a
basis for attaching and operating the stamp-
~ ing devices. Through the arm B B extends

the shaft D D, as indicated by the dotted lines,
the rear end of which is provided with a pin-
ion, M, or band-wheel, as may be preferred,
by means of which the desired motion may be
imparted to it, while the front end is provided
with the peculiar-shaped cam or eccentric E,
for lifting and dropping the stamp-bar, as

hereafter described. The eccentric B, as will
be seen by reference to Fig. 2, has an abrupt
“ dropy” from the highest ’co the lowest point
on its working-face. It lifts the stamp-bar F
by means of the stud g, having anti-friction
roller, and drops it suddenly after it has
reached the highest point. The bar I'is held
in place and gmded by two bolts or screws,

P P, which pass through slots a « (see Fig. ‘))
in the bar,-and screw firmly into the faces of
thelugs C C. The stamp-baris provided at its
lower end with two bedsor’sockets for stamps; .

" and, when placed in these, the stamps may be -

set in any desired position With respect to
each other, and held in place by set-screws,
pins, or other known devices. The stamps
can also be removed at pleasure, and others
substituted. The slotsaa are just long enough
to allow the bar to be raised.to the highest
point, and drop low enough for the stamps
to reach within a thirty-secondth of an inch
to the base or stamping plate, at which point
the upper pin may form a stop, and thus pre-
vent the possibility of the stamp cutting
through the leather in thin, damp, or spongy
parts. The lower slot is enlarged at its upper
end on the side nearest the operator (see Fig.
2) to allow the stamp-bar, when down, to be
moved backward for feeding, as hereafter de-
scribed. Pivoted to the face-piece Cis afeed-
lever, I, the upper end of which is so placed
as to be pressed outwardly by the eccentric
at each revolution, while the screw T, through .
the lower end, presses against the stamp-
bar, and causes it to ‘“feed.” The screw ena-
bles us to increase or diminish the feed at
pleasure. K K is- strong spring, secured to
arm B at O, with its front or loose end rest-
ing upon stamp-barF. Aregulating-screw,R,
near its center, enables us to increase or di-
minish its force at pleasure, and thus give a
more or less powerful stroke to the stamp-bar,
as may be desired.

The operation of the stamping devices will
now be readily understood. The shaft being
set in motion, the eccentric lifts the stamp-bar
to the highest point and drops it, the spring -
giving the force necessary to make the im-
pression on the leather. After dropping the
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stamp-bar the eccentric strikes the feed-lever
‘H, which forees the stamp-barbackward,and
thus feeds. ~As it is necessary that the stamp
remain down, and press upon the leather in

full force while feeding, the eccentric¢ is "so-

shaped that its shortest radius remains the

same for some distance, thus giving time for’

the feeding operation to be completed. before,
it begins to lift the stamp-bar again. When
the eccentric again lifts the stamp-bar the
slots @ a and bolts P P guide it into perpen-
dicular position again, aud-also ‘guide it, dur-
ing its descent, for a sufficient distance to in-
sure a true stroke. In order to make the de-
sired crease between the:twoirows: of-'stamp:
ing a foot, X, is provided, (see Fig. 2,)-a foot-
bar, S S, to hold it in  position, and a spring,
W, with regulating-serew n, (see Fig. 1,) to
give the desired pressure. to the foot. .This
foot (see Fig. 2) rests upon theleather just
between the two stamps, and is: shaped.be-
neath so as to have one or-more longituadinal
grooves like a saddler’s double-creaser.: As the
stamps force the leather back under this foot
in feeding it makes the desired crease. . The
creaser-foot may be in the form of a roller; in
whieh case it would, preferably, be composed
of two rollers, each beveled inwardly on its
creasing-face, and the arm should pass-be-
tween them to the axis, so as not:to be in the
way of the stamp when striking and feeding.

Our machine may be run by any kind of
power. . In most cases the pinion M, fly-wheél.
7, and spur-wheel Q, provided with erank-pin
and crank to operate with foot-lever, are’ all
that will be needed. Geared in this way a half-

grown boy can do with it as much stamping

“as four-or: five “expertworkmen:-can- “do by
|-Hardyand-at-same time:do the'work more per-

fectly than any workman can do it by hand.
~Wewould remark that our machine may be
used with only one stamp at the time, if de-

| gired,‘and withor withount the creaser-foot.

- -Having-thus described our invention, what
we claimas new, and.desire to.secure by Let- -
ters Patént, is— ‘ L

1. The eccentric E, stamp-holding. bar ‘F,

‘spring K, and feed-léver H; combined and op-

erating substantially as and for the purpose
herein shown and “described. ‘
2. Arpresser-foot for aleather-stamping mna-

.chine, having its under or pressure surface

formed of two or more sharp edges, with a
concave surface orsurfaces between the edges,
to form one or more creasesor beads upon the
leather, substantially as herein shown and de-
seribed.’ ‘ o : '

3. A presser-foot for leather-stamping ma-

chine,adapted to work between the twostamps,

substantially as herein shown ‘and described.
-4, In'a machine for stamping purposes the
combination of the stamping-base A, arm B,
shaft D, eccentric E, stamp-bar F, spring K,
feed-lever H, and presser-foot X, substantial-
ly as herein shown and described, =
S‘Witness our hands this 21st day of April,
1876.

"JOSIAH B. GATHRIGHT.
} J.'C. WATSON, : ‘
“Witnesses: L

JoaN J. HARBISON,

0. GATHRIGHT, Jr.




