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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICQE.

ETHELBERT WATTS, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA,

IMPROVEMENT IN CONVERTIBLE PORTMANTEAU AND BATH-TUB.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 1 85,272, dated December 12, 1876 ; application filed
October 5, 1876.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ETHELBERT WATTS,
of Philadelphia, in the county of Philadel-
phia and State of Pennsylvania, have invent-
ed a certain new and usefnl Convertible Port-
manteau and Bath-Tab; and [ do hereby de-
clare the foilowing to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, snch as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
pertains to make and use it, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, which
form part of this specification, in which—

"Figure 1 is a perspective of my invention
when used as a bath-tub. Fig. 2 is a perspec-
tive of the same when used as a portman-
teau.

The object of my invention is to provide a
portmanteau, valise, traveling-bag, or other
equivalent article used for the transportation
of clothing, which shull be convertible into a
bath-tub, so as to atford travelers in places
where such conveuniences are wanting the lux-
ury or comfort of bodily ablution.

My invention consists, broadly, of a port-
manteau, or equivalent, convertible into a

" bath-tub..

‘The invention may beapplied in many ways,
one of which I have shown in the accompany-
ing drawing. Referring thereto, A A repre-
sent two sections of a portmanteau, each of
said sections consisting of the metallic frame-
work B B and leather or equivalent covering
C. D D represent two rods formed or pro-
vided at each end with eyes d d, serving to
connect the frames B B and to act as hinges
for the sections A A. @’ &’ are metallic straps
or bars uniting the rods D D, and serving to
give a rectangular shape to the bottom of the
portmantean when closed, as also to prevent
the collapse of the covering C.  Said covering
extends between the sections A A on both
sides, as shown at B B, folding on the bottom
F when the portmanteaun is closed, and form-
ing, with said sections, continuous sides for the
bath-tub when the device is used as the latter
article. Theportmanteau is lined throughout

- with sheet rubber R, and one of the sections,

or both, if desired, is provided with folding -

flaps G G H, to prevent splashing the floor
with water when a bath is being taken. Said
flaps, when opened, may be laced at their lines
of intersection, or may be provided with rigid
arms or braces to secure their proper disten-
sien. - To separate the portmanteau into dif-
ferent compartments, removable slides, not
illustrated in the drawing, may be employed.
I I are handles and K & a buckle and strap.
The operation and use of the article are as fol-
lows: Articlesof clothing, &c., may be packed
and carried in it as in any portmanteau or
equivalent device. When it is desired to use
it as a bath-tub the portmanteau is.opened, as
shown in Fig. I,and the coutents removed,
Water is then poured in, when a bath may be
enjoyed, as in.a permanent tul or fixture.
When the bath is over, the water is poured or
dipped out, the interior dried by any suitable
means, and the device isagainready for use as
a portmanteaun. .

What I claim as my invention is—

1. The sections A A, united by a flexible
folding connection, torming, when opened, the
ends and parts of the sides of the bath-tub,
substautially as shown and deseribed.

2. In combination with the covering C of a
portmanteau, a water-proof lining, R, so as to
render the device capable of use as a bath-tub.

3. In combination with the frames B B the
rods d d,substantially as shown and deseribed,

4. In combination with the rods D D, unit-
ing the frames B B, the cleats or floor-pieces @’
@/, substantially as shown.

5. In combination with the sections A A,
eithier or both, folding flaps G G H, as and for
the purpose specified.

In testimouy that I claim the foregoing I
have herennto set my hand this 26th day of
September, 1876.

ETHELBERT WATTS.

Witnesses:
C. C. HugHES,

RICHARD GrAHAWN,




