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IMPROVEMENT IN SEWING-MACHINE-TABLE HINGES,

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 185,543, dated December 19, 1876 ; application filed
October 21,1876.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, LEVIN T. JONES, of the
county of Baltimore, and State of Maryland,
have invented a new and valuable Improve-
ment in Sewing-Machine Extension-Leaves;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the con-
struction and operation of the same, reference
being had to the annexed drawings, making
a part of this specification, and to thé letters
and figures of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a side view of my improved extension-leaf
joint. TFig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of
the same, showing the extensible arm depend-
ing from the fixed arm; and Figs. 3, 4, and
5 are perspective detail views.

This invention has relation to improve-
ments in locking hinge-joints for the leaves
ot sewing-machines, tables, and other like de-
vices; and the nature of my invention con-
sists in the arrangement and novel construe-
tion of the stationary plate, permanently se-
cured to the under side of the table, and hav-
ing on its outer end a transversely-slotted en-
largement upon its under side, adapted to re-
ceive an endwise-movable and vibratory plate,
having upon its inner end a locking-shoulder,
and upon its extreme lateral edges journal-
arms, having their bearings in the front edge
of the stationary plate, whereby means are
provided for sustaining the leaf in a horizon-
tal position, or of allowing it to hang at right
anglestothe table-top, all as hereinafter shown
and described.

In the annexed drawings, the letter A des-
ignates an oblong metallic plate, designed to
be secured to the under side of the table,
with its edge flush therewith, This plate
has upon its edge or end, next the edge of
the table-top, a transverse enlargement, a,
through which is formed a slot, b, and in rear
of such enlargement ways or guides ¢, the ob-
Jject of which will hereatter appear.

As shown in Fig. 3, the front edge of the
enlargement is narrowed by means of shoul-
ders d, which project inward toward each
other from the lateral edges of the plate,
these shoulders d being designed to afford
bearings for the journal-arms of plate B.
This plate is also of oblong form, and its in-
ner end, whereby it is secured to the leaf, is
. bent upward, so as to bring the tops of the

table and of the leaf in the same plane. Its
free end will be rabbeted at e, and from the
extreme front lateral edges of this rabbeted
part journal-arms f will project, upon which
the plate B will vibrate vertically relatively
to the table-top. Arms f will have their bear-
ings in the shoulders d, and the rabbeted part
will allow the leaf-plate not only to have vibra-
tory movementrelative to plate A, butalso end-
wise movement relative thereto. Consequent-
ly, by raising the leaf from a vertical to a
horizontal position, and then thursting the
leaf inward toward the table-top until their
edges are together, the rabbeted part e will
hold the leaf against vertical displacement.

It is evident that, by drawing the leafaway
from the table until arms freach their bear-
ings in shoulders d, the leaf may be read-
ily lowered to the vertical position, a notch,
4, being cut or formed in the front lower edge
of the slot-wall, thus, in connection with the
leaf, the stationary plate and the vibrating
plate forming a lock, which will effectually
prevent the leaf from vibrating inward, and
defacing the table-legs.

In this manner, without springs, quadrants,
set-screws, or catches, I ' have devised a lock-
ing hinge or joint for table-leaves, which may
be readily operated, is simple in construction,
and both stroug and durable.

In order to hold the leat against casual
edgewise displacement the inner end of plate
B will have an upwardly projecting lip or
shoulder, g. This shoulder will engage, as
shown in Fig. 1, with and behind the heel of
the stationary plate, and thus accomplish the
desired result,

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The combination of the plate A, having
the transversely-slotted enlargement b upon
its under side, the ways ¢, the bearing shoul-
ders d, and the stop-notch 4, and the endwise
movable and vibrating plate B, having a rab-
beted shank, e, journal-arms £, and lip g, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the above 1 have
hereunto subseribed my name in the presence

of two witnesses.
LEVIN T. JONES.
Witnesses:
W. S. WILKINSON,
JaMEs C. G. UNDUOT.




