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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHARLES J. HIGGINS,
of Indianapolis, county of Marion, State of
Indiana, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Blackboard or other Rubbers
of which the following is an exact description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings. -

The object of my invention is to produce a
rubber or eraser that is cheap and durable,
and especially adapted to remove marks from
a blackboard. It may also be advantageous-
ly used for rubbing or polishing furniture or
other surfaces; and my invention consists
in applying list or other selvage to a back of
suitable material, in such a manner as to al-
low the selvage-edges, when applied to the
surface of blackboards, to perfectly erase
chalk or similar mnarks therefrom.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a plan
view of one form, in which the list or selvage
is coiled around a central projecting piece of
wood or other material that is formed on or
attached to the back. Fig. 2 is a plan view
of another form, in which there is no project-
ing or central piecé of wood or other material,
and the selvage is coiled or laid in layers side
by side, and secured to the back., Fig.3isa
section of Fig. 1, taken through line @ b&.
Fig. 4 is a section of Fig. 2, taken through
Iine d f.

A represents the back of the eraser or rab-
ber, which may be made of any suitable ma-
terial, and may be made perfectly flat, as
shown in Fig. 4, or with a central rib, as in
Fig. 3, or in any other suitable manner. The
list or selvage B is coiled around the central
rib C, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, and attached
to the said rib C by glue, tacks, screws, or
other sunitable means, so as to hold the strip
or strips secure; or the strip or strips may
be coiled, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4, (without
a central rib,) and secuared to the back A by
glue or other suitable means of fastening,
and the coil may be held together by being
bound with wire, as shown at g g in Fig. 1;
or a band of sheet tin or other material may

be used. The layers of list or selvage may
be separated by strips of pasteboard or other
thin material, so as to take less material to
form the eraser.

By this construction of parts I am enabled
to use a comparatively waste material, which
is very much cheaper than the materials here-
tofore employed to form the brush or rubbing
parts of erasers. The advantage of arrang-
ing the selvage material in a coil, especially
in the elongated form shown, is twofold: The
material is quickly put in shape; the layers
at the ends of the coil are stiffer than else-
where, and serve to support the body of list
or selvage, and prevent its turning over or
breaking down; aund, secondly, leaving inter-
stices between the loosely-coiled layers for
freely receiving and holding the ecrayon or
chalk particles or dust away from the rubbing-
surface. It also leaves the said dust in con-
dition to be easily dislodged at will.

I am aware that brushes have heretofore
been formed of strips of india-rubber and
material other than list or selvage in a coil,
either as a wad, simply, or having their com-
bined edges attached to a suitable backing;
and sucl I do not claim broadly; but

What I claim as new, and wish to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A blackboard-eraser, brush, or other rub-
ber, consisting of the back A, and coiled strip
B, of list or other selvage, constructed and
arranged substantially as and for the purpose
described.

2 Asauew article of manufacture, a black-
board-eraser, brush, or other rubber, provided
with a rubbing surface, composed of a strip
or strips of list or other selvage material,
applied edgewise to any suitable backing,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof [ have signed my
name to this specification in the preseunce of
two subscribing witnesses.

CHARLES J. HIGGINS.

Witnesses:

E. O. FrINK,
BE. C. WHITNEY.



