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Specification-forming part of Letters Patent No. 185,788, dated December 26, 1876 ; application filed
December 1, 1876.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that 1, GEORGE D. DupLrEy,
of Lowell, in the coanty of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and useful Wire Stand, of which the following
is a description:

My invention relates to the construction of
an ornamental stand or holder for securing
aud supporting a flat plate—such as orna.
mental tiles, &e.—readily and securely ; and
consists in so constructing a wire frame as to
receive and hold the tile, and raise it slightly
above the table on which the stand is placed,
and protect it from being broken, as herein-
after described,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the stand,
showing the method of forming an expausible
frame by means of flutes or corrugations in
the side bands. Tig. 2 is a similar view,
showing expansible corners iu the frame.

A is the wire frame, of the samne shape and
size as the tile G, which is held by it. The
wires A A, forming the sides of this frame,
are united at the corners B E and bent down.
ward, one part forming the legs and feet B B.
The other part, a, is bent inward under the
tile, forming a bracket, upon which the tile
rests vertically.

As the tile rests upon the brackets « a, one
at each corner of the tile, it will be held above
the foot of the stand, so that it cannot be
pushed down or through the wire frame by
the weight of any article which may be placed
on it, as might be the ease if the tile were
beld ouly by the gripe of the wire frame in
case the tile-stand is used to support heavy
articles. .

In order that these wire frames may be
readily fitted closely and firmly to the tile,

since the latter are found to vary cobsider-
ably in size, I make several flutes or corruga-
tions, ¢ ¢ ¢, in the side bands of the frame,
which corrugations allow the frame to ex.

pand, and by their tension also hold the side
bands A A closely to the tiles, notwithstand-
ing their considerable variations in size.

In case it is desired to make the side bands
without the corrugations where the tiles vary
slightly in size, [ make the frame expansible
at the corners, as shown at Fig. 2. Instead
of making these corners of the frame solid at
the corners of the tile, I leave them open a
little, as at B B, thus forming an expansible
frame, which is capuble of beiug readily fitted
to the tile.

This method of forming an expansible wire
frame renders the latter capable of being
easily and quickly adjusted to the tile, so
that it tits the latter with an elastic gripe,
thus avoiding the necessity of fitting each
frame to its tile, and also forms an orna-
mental protecting-edge for the sides of the
tile.

In case the tile-stand is not to be used to
support any articles, but merely as an orna-
ment, the tile may be sufficiently held by the
elastic gripe of the stand.-frame A, without
resting upon the brackets ¢ a.

I claim as new and of my invention— .

1. A stand composed of u tile top and wire
frame, combined substantially as deseribed,

2. The combination of the side bands A A
of the wire frame with the feet B aund the
brackets « a, substantially as desecribed.

3. The wire frame A, having Hutes or cor-
rugations ¢ ¢ ¢ in its bands, which encompass
the article held, forming an expansible frawme,
substantially as described.

4. The wire frame, having its band A A
united, substantially as shown at K E, to per-
mit the expansion of the frame, as set torth.

GEORGE D. DUDLEY.
Witnesses:
Horaoxr F. SLocum,
‘STANLEY MANSFIELD.




