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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES S. J ENNINGS,
of Branford, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im-
provement in Kuob-Latches; and I do hereby
declare the following, when taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings and the
letters of reference marked thereon, to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
and which said drawings coustitute part of
this specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, an interior view of the latch por-
tion of the lock; Fig. 2, a perspective view
of the knob; and in Fig. 3, a modification of
the same,

This invention relates to an improvement
in knob-latches, the object being to avoid the
use of knob-spindles, and is an improvement
upon the invention granted to this applicant
July 25, 1876, No. 180,239.

In that patent two fingers were necessary—
one to act upon the lateh when the knob is
turned in one direction, and the other in the
other.

By this invention one of the fingers is dis-
pensed with ; and the invention consists, prin-
cipally, in a vertical lever pivoted in the latch-
case, one arm of said lever mortised or slot-
ted to receive the single finger from the knob,
80 that turning the knob in either direction
will act within the said mortised arm to tarn
that arm accordingly, one arm of the lever
acting upon the latch-bolt when turned in one
direction, and the other arm acting upon the
lateh when turned in the other direction.

A represents the tail of a lateh - bolt, at-
tached to the end of a lever, B, the said lever
hung wpon a fulerum, C. D F are the two
arms of a lever hung upon a pivot, B. The
lower arm F extends downward, and in its
normal condition bears against the lever B,
as at a, the upper arm D in like manner bear.
ing against the lever B at . The lower arm
F is constructed with a mortise or slot, L, and
the case constructed with a slot through its
sides, s0 as to expose the said slot I, The
knob has attached to it a finger, P, as seen
in Fig. 2, and so as to be rotated in either di-

rection, according as the knob is tarned. The
knob is fixed upon the door, the finger P pass-
ing within the mortise L. Hence, when the
knob is turned, the lever will be turned ac.
cordingly, either to the right or left, as the
case may be, turniug the lever B, and drawing
the lateh-bolt; but when free the usnal spring
will throw out the latch-bolt and draw the lo.
ver B and the knob-lever D F into their nor-
mal condition. A similar knob is arranged
on both sides of the door, a single finger from
each passing through the mortise L.

It is not essential that the lever B should
be employed in connection with the knob-le-
ver D F, because the same result will be ob.-
tained if the knob-lever be combined with the
asual horseshoe, as seen in Fig. 3.

The knob-lever D F may be arranged either-
with the mortise below, as shown, or above,
as described.

In order to lock the latch-bolt so that it
caunot be turned by the knob, a lever, R 8§,
is hung upon a pivot, d, the arm R extending
through the face-plate T, so as to be easily
raised, as indicated in broken lines. The oth.
er arm, 8, is constructed with a noteh, e, and
which, when the parts are in their normal
coudition, may be pressed down upon & pro-
jection, £, on the lever, as denoted in broken
lines, thus positively locking the knob-turn-
ing mechanism, .

The usnal night-key is applied to draw the
latch-bolt from the outside, or a finger-knob
upon the inside. A suitable spring, V, re-
tains the lever R S in either position, but so
as to allow the free movement.

I claim—

Incombination with the latch-bolt, the knob-
lever D F, hung within the case, one arm mor-
tised to receive the knob-finger, and the two
arms of the said lever acting upon the latch-
bolt according to the direction in which the
knob is turned, all substantially as described.

CHARLES 8. JENNINGS.

Witnesses:
JOHN E. EARLE,
CLARA BROUGHTON.




