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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, DAviD G. SwmrrH, of
Carbondale, in the county of Luzerne and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and valuable Improvement in Bottle-Cork
Fasteners; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact description
of the construction and operation of the same,
reference being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, and to
the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a fiont elevation of my bottle-cork fast-
eners, and Fig. 2 is a central vertical sectional
view of the flat locking-plate. Fig. 3 is a
plan view of the locking-plate as cut by the
die.

Tbhis invention relates to devices for lock-
ing corks or stoppers into the necks of bot-
tles; and it consists chiefly in the combination
of a notched pivoted bail, with a perforated
locking-plate, which is provided with a eatch
that engages with the notches in said bail,
substantially as hereinafter particularly de-
seribed.

In the aunexed drawings, A designates the
neck of a bottle, and B an ordinary bottle-
cork inserted therein through mouth a. C
designates a wire ring, encircling said neck,
and D a high bail or bent rod, which is piv-
oted, by both its ends, to wire rings C, at op-
posite points on the circumference thereof,
and in such a manner that it may be turned
up directly over cork B, or turned down at
right angles thereto, as desired. The side
bars or standards d d of bail D are notehed
ou the outside, and pass up through elongated
perforations or slots ¢ ¢ in a flat locking-plate,
B, vear the ends thereof. Said slots e e are
longitndinal, and- at or about the middle of
them the ends of said plate E are bent ob-
liquely downward, forming extensions E/ F/,
each of which carries on its end a hook or
catch, F. The notches d’ @’ on the outside
of side bars or standards d of bail D are in-
clined downward, so that said hooks F, (which
incline upward,) when brought into engage-
ment with said notehes caunot be displaced
by an upward-pushing force. Said extensions
B/ B/ are also provided with downward-extend-
ing side flanges ¢’ ¢'.

The operation of the above-described de-
vices is as follows: Cork B being inserted

into neck A through mouth b, bail D is turned
upward until plate E is immediately over said
cork. The upward pressure of the gases in
said bottle against the lower end of said cork
causes the upper end of said cork to press
against the middle of locking-plate E, slight-
ly elevating the same and drawing hooks or
catches I' I' inward and upward iuto firm
engagement with notches d’ & on bail D.
Thus the greaier the upward pressure the
more secure will be the fastening of said cork.

To release said cork the said bail is turned
sidewise, so as to free the said locking-plate
from the top of said cork, If preferred, this
may be faeilitated by making slots ¢ ¢ extend
crosswise, instead of longitudinally. The
turning of the said bail then first disengages
notched bars d d trom hooks or catches F F,
when plate E can be readily lifted from said
cork.

The locking devices hereinbefore deseribed
may be applied to any form of stopper other
than cork, and to a demijohn, jug, or other
receptacle of suitable shape, as well as to a
bottle. If preferred, small ratchet-teeth may
be substituted for the notches d’ d’,

Locking-plate E should have some flexibil -
ity, but may be made rigid, or nearly so, with-
out being inoperative. Its elasticity adds to
the security of the fastening.

Plates E, formed as above deseribed, con-
stitute independent articles of manufacture
and sale.

What I claim as new, aud desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination of notehed pivoted bail
D, with locking-plate E and catches F F, sub-
stantjally as set forth,

2. In a cork or stopper fastener, a notched
bail, in combination with a spring-plate having
catches which engage with said bail, for the
purpose set forth.

3. As ap article of manufacture, locking-
plate E, provided with extensions K/ E/ and
hooked catches F F’, substantially as set
forth.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

DAVID G. SMITH.
Witnesses:
8. S. BENEDICT,
E. A. BENEDIOT.
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