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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT VAN WaGE-
NEN, of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Leather
Tips for Boots and Shoes; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, which will enable
others skilled in the art to which it pertains
to make and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 represents a view of the strip of
leather to form the tip; Fig. 2, a similar view
of the strip split from one edge through its
thickness, and with the corners of the upper
split part rounded; Fig. 3, a cross-section
of the same; Fig. 4, a similar view of the
tip, us formed frow the split strip, and show-
ing the projecting front shoulder, and Figs.
5 and 6 views of the tip notehed at the seat
part to allow for the bend, and also formed
without such notching.

In a shoe-tip I have previously invented
that part of the tip which extends above the
inner sole, and serves to protect the npper
from wear, is made by uniting two pieces
of leather together, and raising the upper
piece to form a tip or guard of greater or less
height.

My improved tip is formed fromn a strip of
leather, 8, a half an inch or more in width,
and as long as desired, and this strip I split
in the middle of its thickness, (or it may be
better to leave the side which is to form
the tip a little the thickest,) so as to leave
it united together at the front part along
the dotted line « 1n Fig. 1, about the distance
of an eighth of an ineh, more or less, and
this serves to leave a solid union of the seat
b and the tip part ¢ without expense, and
much more firmly than can be done by any
other method known to me.

This split strip is then bent into shape,
one portion, ¢, is raised up to form the tip,
and the other part, b, retains its flat posi-
tion to form a strip-seat. Notches may be

cut in the lower part to facilitate the crimp- |
ing process, or it may be formed into shape
without notching.

By this method I obtain a protection not
ounly equal to the thickness of the solid thick-
ness of the leather before being split, but
as much higher as the split portion extends

above the thickness of the leather with which
the tip is formed, thus insuring not only the
protection afforded by the raised portion of
the tip, but a protection at the point af-
ter the raised portion may have been worn
away.

Not splitting the strip all the way through,
and raising the upper portion, leaves a pro-
Jjecting edge, e, outside of the tip itself, form-
ing a part of the sole, and on which may be
tmpressed imitation stitches or not, as de-
sired; or this projecting edge may trimmed
off, as shown. When trimmed off the front
portion of the tip will show no portion of the
sole when applied between the outer sole and
upper. :

These tips, when formed in dies, will pre-
sent a very neat appearance, and as they
can be made of sole-leather strips, which are
very durable, will afford very great protec-
tion to the toes of boots and shoes against
wear; and as this can be made of narrow
strips of leather, which are useless for any
other purpose, and as the labor is compara-
tively uothing, a tip ean be produced at little
cost, and with little expense for machinery.,

In splitting this strip of leather it may be
desirable to leave that portion which forms
the raised tip thickest next to where it is
united to the main piece or seat.

This tip can be made iu any color desired,
to mateh the upper leather of which the shoe
is made, thus affording an article much needed
to meet the requirements of different manu-
facturers.

The particular shape or style of the tip can
be changed without any change in the na-
ture of the invention.

The upper portien of this split strip is
rounded off at its ends.

I claim—

As a new manufacture a shoe-tip, con-
strocted from an originally-narrow strip of
leather, split part of its width, leaving a solid
union of the split parts, and having the fin-
ished shape, substantially as herein deseribed.

In testiinony that I claim the foregoing as
my own invention I affix my signature in
presence of two witbesses.

ALBERT VAN WAGENEN,

Witnesses:

A. W. ADAMS,
A. E. H, JOENSON.




