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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known:that we, HEZEKIAH R. MAR-
© LATT and ALBERT W. WRIGHT, of Winches-
ter, county of Randolph, and State of Indi-
ana, have invented certain Improvements in
Vehicle-Top Supports, of which the following
is a specification:

Our invention relates to that class of ve-
hicle-top supports wherein an elastic spring
is used, being fastened to the rear bow in
such a position as to afford a yielding support
for the top when thrown back, thereby pre-
venting the breaking of the bow by the jar-
ring and vibrating of the top when the ve-
hicle is in motion.

The invention cousists in a metalhc spring,
-eonnected at either end with loops or clamps,
whereby the whole is attached to the bow.
The spring rests on. the seat-prop when the
top is down,

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view,
showing the bow with spring in position, the
dotted lines showing position when down on
seat-prop. Fig. 2is a eross-section of the bow,
showing thé manner of fastening- the loops
or clamps. Fig. 3 is a side view of a portion
of a bow, showing how the spring is held at
either end in the straps or loops C and B.

A-is the bow ; D, the spring; H, the seat-
prop. B and C are the loops. Fand F’ are the
bolts or secrews, which pass through the ears
s of the straps to:clamp them to the bow.

In the construction of our device the loops
can be made of strap metal of any kind, or
can be cast, the holes drilled through the edl‘b
s, a8 shown at F, Fig. 3, and bolts or pins

passed through, which hold the loops to the
bow, aud also retain the spring, which is
made with an eye at one end, as shown at F/,
Yig. 3, the bolt or screw passing through it.
Thbe loop C has two bolts, F'F, ane beneath
and the other above the spring. The one next
the bow prevents the spring, when in use,
from chafing the covering on the bow.

These supports can be applied very readily
to any carriage-top. The operation is simply
to take the loops and spring them apart till
they will pass over the bows, then tighten the
loop B, which holds the-spring in its proper
place; then slip theloop C along the bow till-
the spring D bears on the bolt Fin the proper
place; then tighten the screws, and the sup-
port is ready for use,

It will be seen that the ears which support
the spring must occupy a position on the out-
side of the bow, so that they cannot abrade
the-adjacent bow, and that the spring is sup-
ported entirely free trom contact with the bow
or its covering.

Without claiming the combination ofa bow,
spring, and securing-straps,

We claim— :

The straps B O, applied to the bow A, with
their ears s outward, in combination with the
spring D, hung to the pin ¥’ of one strap,
and passing between parallel pins F F of the
other strap, as and for the purpose set forth.
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