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To all whom: it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joun T. BURR, of
‘Memphis, in the couuty of Shelby and State
" of Tennessee, have inveuted a new and use-

ful Improvement in Cotton-Presses, of which

the following is a specification: :
- Figure 1 is a side elevation. Fig.2is a
vertical section en. line  # in' Fig. 1.

Similar letters ot reference indicate corre-
spouding parts.

My invention relates to an 1mprovement in
..cotton-presses that have movable and fixed
sections in the platen and in the bed, the
movable portlons being thrown out by \velohts
or springs, aund limited in their outward mo-
.tion, so that their faces. are arranged in the
.same plane.  The fixed portions of the platen
‘and bed have the same width as the bands

used in binding the bale:

The object of my-invention is to facilitate
the operation of pressing and baling cotton,
by providing a device by which a number of
bands may be placed oun the fixed portions
of the platen or bed, in the spaces between
~the movable parts, and retained by a. device
which admits of using one band from each
in binding the- bale when compressed, while
the remaining bands are retained.

Reterring to the drawing, A is the bed of
.the . press, having :the. fixed ribs & running
“transversely across its.upper face. B B, &e.;
are blocks placed in. the spaces between the
ribs a, and haviug a thickness equal to the
heiglit of the I‘le, and 4 length equivalent
to the width of the bed. These blocks are
provided with .two or more guide - rods, b,

that . pass: downward . through holes in. the

bed, -that are counterbered below to.receive

I]lltb placed on the rods b, which"limits the

upward motion of the block.

- The holes through which the rods pass are
counterbored ‘in the.upper side of thé bed. to

" receive springs ¢, that surround the rods b,

and bear ‘the block upward with such torce
that the combinéd strength of all of the
gprings i -the bed " is "more than -sufficient

to sustain- the. weight of the superimposed |

bale.. A number of bands, d, are laid upon
' the 'rihs @, and are held in phce by spuno

i ..hooks e.

. Tt will be seen that as the uncompressed
-+ bale lies-upon the Dblocks B it may be moved

““about without disturbing the bands which lie
between them.

The platen or movable portion C of the
press is constructed and arranged in all re-
spects like the bed-piece, having similar ribs,
blocks, guide-rods, and springs. ‘

I 'have described my invention as having

springs for throwing out ‘the movable parts . -

of the platen and bed; but counter- weights
and. levers, or any other convenient device,
may be used for the purpose.

I do not confine myself to any particular
way of holding the bands against the ribs of
the platen: or bed, as there are various ways

“of doing it.

The operation of the machine may be de-
scribed. as follows: A number of bands are
placed on each of the ribs, and between the
movable :blocks, which prevent them' from
fwoving laterally. They are held up to the
ribs by spring-hooks’ at each end. A bale of
cotton is placed upon the bed, where it is
supported by the movable blocks. After it
is adjusted.in the required position the platen’
or movable portion of the press is brought

<down upon the bale until it is sufﬁuently

compressed. The movable blocks yield as"
pressure ‘is ‘applied until they rest against
the bed and platen, leaving the bands in con-
tact with the bale. The bands are now fast-
ened, and the bale removed and replaced by
a,nother, and. the operation repeated. The
supply of bands is renewed from time to time,
as required.

The advantages clauned for this invention
are, thatthe bands are placed true and straight
on the bale.  They are applied in the most
advautageous way, clasping the bale where
it is subjected to the greatest compression,
and, consequently, retaining it in the small-
est pObSlble compass, Wheu it- is “liberated
from the press. It greatly facilitates the op-
eration of pressing cotton, the bands being
always in: their-proper place, and requiring
no adjustment.

Having thus deseribed myluventlon Ielaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— .

The combination, in a cotton-press, of the
ribs a, movable blocks B, guide-rods b, springs
¢, and spring-hooks e, arranged substaumally

as shown and described.
o d OHN T. BURR
Witnesses: ,
J. F. FRANK,
ROBERT GIBSON.




