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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known' that I, MARY NOLAN, of St.
Louis, Missouri, have mvented an Improved
Bulldmg Block, of which the following is a
specification :

The object of my invention is to so con-
stroet building: bloeks, that in laying them to
form a wall, the blocks of each course shall
be laterally locked together, and to the b]ocks
of the other course.

In the accompanying drawing, Flgure 1is
perspective view of the building-block ; Fig.
2, a perspective view, showing the mode of'
]aymg the blocks ; Fig. 3, a. plan view, and
Fig..4 a modified form of block

The block has'a tenon, a, at one end, a
mortise, b, at the opposite eud both mortlses
and tenons having parallel eldes, and extend-
ing from top. to bottom of the block, and the

tenon -of one block Dbeing arranged to fit:
snugly, but. freely, in the mortise of another’
“block.

The manner of. laymrr the blocks so as to
break joints, is shown in Fig. 2, where it will
be observed that the mortises of all the blocks

of one course are.on the left, and the tenons

on the. right, while in the uext course the
tenonsare on the left, and the mortises on the
right. - By this. arrangement the tenon a of
the block A of the upper course: is . directly

.-above and- coincides with the mortise b-of the-

block B of the: lower course, but the lower
block presents two ledges, m m, one on each
side of  the tenon of the upper block, and on

- these 1edges bear the projections nn of a third
. “bloeck, in the mortise of which fits the tenon

a of the block A.

In a wall thus built, the blocks of one course
not ouly break joints w1th those of the other,
but the. blocks of each course are laterally
locked together.

The several courses are locked together by
making each block in the manner shown in
Fig. 4, in which each tenon of each block has
a-recess, @, above, and a corresponding pro
Jjeetion, v, below, so that on laying the blocks,
the projections y of one course will-enter the
recesses of the :course below, the projections
being within-the mortises of the lower course,
so that the two courses will be laterally locked
together.

The blocks are so intimately connected to-
gether that the wall will present an uniform
surface of finished appearance, so as to ren-
der the use of plaster unnecessary for.the in-
ner walls of buildings, and when used.  for
this purpose the blocks may be enameled or
otherwise ornamented on the edges for deco-
rative effects.

My plan of 1ntexlockmg the blocks enables
me to make a hollow wall withous detractmg
from its permanency and solidity.

I prefer t@ make a rectangular opening -
through each block, as shown in the draw-
ing, but the openmgs may be of different
shapes, provided those in the blocks of one
course communicate with those of the adjoin-
ing courses.

In the present instance the openings in the
blocks are such as to form within the wall, a
series of vertical passages, which may be used
as flues, or for ventilating purposes, or sim-
ply to insure a dry wall.

It will beunderstood that some of the blocks
should be plain at one end for the ends of the
walls.

I am aware that; it has been proposed to
build walls of blocks joined together by means
of dovetailed joints.” This I do not desire to "

-claim, therefore ; but

. Ielaim as my invention—

1. A wall composed of building- blocks, each
baving a flat top and bottom, a mortise hav-
ing parallel sides atone end, and a tenon hav-
ing parallel sides at the opp_oswe end, when
the blocks of adjoining courses are arranged
in opposite directions, so as to break. joints,
in the manner described and illustrated in
Fig. 2

3. The within described building - block, .

.made with a mortise at one end, and at the

other with a tenon, having formed on it a re-
cess, x, and prOJectlon ¥y, as sef forth, for the
purpose specified.

In testimony whereof I ‘have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses

MARY NOLAN
Witnesses:
HERMANN MOESSNER,
HARRY SMITH.



