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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN J. POTTS, of

_ Williamsport, in the county of Morrow and
State of Ohio, have invented a new and use-.

ful Improvement in Roof-Scaffold, of which
the following is a specification:

My object is to increase the safety of the
scaffold, to render its adjustment and use
convenient, and save much time in the work
over the plans now used.

The scaffold proper for the workman is se-
curely held in position for work by a notched
or toothed jack-piece combined with a pivoted
yoke or dog,and a vise which earries it, where-
by the scaffolding is raised up the roof and
supported, as required, by the interlocking
yoke-dog and jack-piece, with the vise clamped
to the roof-eaves, as the point from which the
scaffold is both adjusted and secured. With
this means for adjusting and securing the
scaffold I have combined a flexible roof-lad-
der, by means of which the materials are
carried up to the roof from the wall-ladder,
and which is mainfained in position by the
seaffold.

~In the accompanying drawings, Figure I
represents a view in perspective of my im-
proved scaffold in the position it oceupies
when applied for use; Fig. 2, the vise and its
hinged yoke-dog.

The scaffold A is of any suitable construe-
tion and adapted to rest upon the roof. Itis
supported and adjusted, as may be required,
by means of a jack-piece, B, the upper end of
which is detachably secured to the scaffold by
being fitted into a socket, C, therein, and a
staple, D, which gives the advantage of hav-
ing the long jack-piece separated from the
scaffold and allow of their ready secure at-
tachment for use. The jack- piece B has
notches or projections a, preferably on one of
its edges, at distances apart equal to the dis-
tance the scaffold is raised for each row or
rows of shingles or slate as the work pro-
gresses, and into these notches a yoke-dog, E
takes in 2 manner to hold and clamp thejack-
piece to or against a vise, F, whieh is securely
clamped to the roof-eaves. The yoke-deg is
secured by the screw-bolt which clamps the
vise, the fastening being such as to allow the
Yyoke-dog to swing upon the bolt as the jack-

piece is raised, so that the inclined sides of
its notches will pass over the ecross-bar e of
the dog and fall or cateh into the next lower
noteh. In this position the yoke-dog hangs
down -from the vise, inclined so that the
downward pressure upon the dog will foree
and clamp the jack-piece hard against the’
side of the vise, and hold it seeure as the jack
passes through the yoke and hangs upon its
end bar.

The vise is an angle-iron, and the serew-
bolt G passes through its upper arm and
carries. a cross clamp-bar, H, provided with
spurs e, whieh, with the %purs ¢ on the lower
arm, bite into the upper and lower sides of
the roof- -eaves, and, with the.clamp-screw
bearing firmly upon clamp bar, makes the vise
secure and the scaffold entirely safe, easily
raised from one holding-point to another, and
readily shifted from one point to another adlong
bhe eaves of the roof, No nailing is required.

- In connection with the scaffold I employ a
flexible ladder, I, arrangad at one side of the
jack-piece, and ‘hooked or otherwise secured
to the scaffold-boards, so as to lie npon the
roof. As the scaffold is shifted the ladder is
moved with it. )

The ladder may be of any suitable construc-
tion, and is detached from the scaffold when
desired for use.

All the parts are sepalate and Ldblly put to-
getler.

The ladder is used on the roof only to dis-
pense with the nailing of cleats. The scaffold
is in sections from twelve to sixteen feet long,
with a vise at each end of the seetion to ac-
commodate any length of roof.

I claim—

1. The scaffold having a jaek - piece, by
which it is supported and adjusted, in combi-
nation with a vise fixed to the eaves, and hav-
ing a hinged lock yoke or dog, whereby the
Jjack- piece is supported and damped to the
vise, and is free to beraised for work over the
roof with the scaffold, and the dog take its
hold with the jack.

2. The jack-piece B, detachably secuxed to
the scaffold by the socket C and the staple D,
as and for the purpose stated.

3. The jack-piece B, having netches @ or
projections, spaced asdeseribed, and eombined
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for use with the yoke-dog E through which it | to the clamp-screw, and the several parts con-
passes, and the vise F, against which it is | structed as herein set forth.
clamped by the weight of the scaffold.

4. The combination, with the jack-piece B, B. J. POTTS.
having notches ¢ inclined at one side, of the Witnesses:
yoke-dog E ¢, the clamp-serew and its bar G C. H. CHAMBERLIN,

H, and the vise F, the yoke-dog being hinged MinNeR DYE.




