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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GEORGE FLETCHER,
of Fillmore, in the county of Allegany and
State of New York,have invented a new and
valuable Improvement in Barth-Augers; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, elear, and exact description of the con-
struction and operation of the same, reference
being had to the annexed drawings, making a
part of this specification, and to the letters
and figures of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
" of a front elevation of my earth-auger, and
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same.

The main object of this invention is to fa-
cilitate the dumping of earth-augers; and this
is accomplished by pivoting one of the bits
or blades, and providing it with a horizontal
lug or foot-rest, so that it may be easily turned
by the operator’s foot.

The invention also consists in providing the
auger-shank with a fixed block, which pre-
vents said pivoted blade from turning except
in one directiou, and also serves to brace the
sae.

Iu the annexed drawings, A designates the
lever-handle of an earth-puger, and B the
shank of the same. On the lower end of said
shank is an ontwardly and downwardly curv-
ing extension, B/, made in one piece therewith,
and to this extension is riveted a shield-shaped

curving excavating bit or blade, C. O/ isa

similar bit or blade, secured in like manuner
to a similar extension, D, of a short shank,
D, which is pivoted near its lower end to the
main shank B, near the lower end thereof.
The upper end of said pivoted shank D is
provided with a horizontally-extending lug or
foot-rest, d, immediately below which the out-
side of said pivoted shank is recessed at &’ to
receive a flange, ¢, on a rectangular stop-lug

or stop-block, E, which is rigidly secured to
shank B. The said stop-lug or stop-block pre-
vents the said pivoted shank from turning in
the direction opposite to the rotation of the
auger and both blades are kept nearly oppo-
site to one another, as shown in Fig. 2, while
being used for excavating purposes. Flange
e braces pivoted shank D, and takes a part of
the strain from the pivot bolt of the same.

When it is desired to relieve the said auger
of a load of earth, which cannot be otherwise’
removed, the operator puts his foot against
the rest d, or grasps the same with his hand,
and by giving to it an oblique sidewise and
downward pressure he tips up blade C, and
so disengages the load of earth contained be-
tween said blades.

All of the above parts are constructed of
metal, except the lever-handle A. While bor-
ing, the operator’sfoot may press straight down
upon said foot-rest, thereby adding to the ef-
ficieney of the auger.

What I claim as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination of shank B and blade
O with blade O’ and short pivoted shank D,
having lug d at the top thereof.

2. Shank B, provided with stop-plate or stop-
block B, in combination with pivoted shank
D, arranged substantially as above set forth.

3. Shank B, provided with stop-plate E,
having flange ¢, in combination with pivoted
blade C/, provided with lug or foot-rest d, sub-
stantially as set forth. )

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

GEORGE FLETCHER.

Witnesses:

ARTHUR HARDING,
FrRANK HARDING.




