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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EMMA SIVELLY REED,
of Scranton, in the county of Luzerne and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Corsets, of
which the following is a specification :

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in the manufacture of corsets, its ob-
ject being to provide a corset which may be
readily adjusted to fit differently sized and
formed persons, and which will also form &
convenient support for the lower portious of
the under-clothing, and suspend the weight of
the same mainly from the shoulders of the
wearer; and to this end consists in construct-
ing the corset in the form of a low-necked
body, with divisions extending from the shoul-
der down each side of the back to its lower
edge, the parts being united by means of a
lacing, so that they ecan be adjusted to or from
each other at will, to adapt the corset to forms
of different sizes and shapes. The back and
front shoulder-pieces are separated, but are
made of sufficient length to overlap each other
under all circumstances, in order that the
shoulders of the corset may be adjusted to fit
any sized person, after which said shoulder-
pieces may be secured together in any ‘con-
veunient manner.

My invention further consists of an im-
proved skirt-support, in combination with the
back of the corset, and which is composed of
an inclosed pocket or pouch of suitable fabric,
provided with two bent springs to keep it dis-
tended, and capable of being either perma-
nently or temporarily attached to the corset
in any convenient manner. ’

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a view
of the corset on the wearer. Fig. 2 repre-
sents a front view of the corset; Fig. 3, a back
view of the same; Fig. 4, detached views of
the skirt-support, and Fig. 5 a detached view
of the removable hook.

Theletter A represents the back of the corset,
made to conform to the shape of the back of the
wearer, and stiffened by means of two parallel
central splints, B B, extending upward frowm
the lower edge nearly to the upper edge of
said back portion, so as to fall on each side of
the spine of the wearer, and by two lighter
splints, which extend up each side of said

back portion along the division-lines which
separate it from the front portion. The up-
per part of said back portion is widened and
extended upwardly, forming, with the upper
rear part of the front portion of the corset,
shoulder-pieces C O. The front portions of
the corset are represented by the letters D D,
and are so shaped as to extend from each
side around under the armpits of the wearer
to the front of the breast or body, being per-
manently secured to or forming part of the
back portion A at the shoulder-pieces C G, as
before, and separated from a point at said
shoulder-pieces to the lower edge of the corset,
the parts being secured by means of lacings
E E passing through eyelets F at the edges
of said parts. - The said front pieces are ex-
tended upwardly at each side, forming shoul-
der-pieces G, which pass over the shoulders
of the wearer, so as to meet and overlap the
shoulder-pieces at the rear of the corset, be-
ing separated therefrom, that the corset may
be fitted- to the shoulders of different-sized
persons, after which said pieces may be per-
manently or otherwise secured together, as
may be deemed desirable. It is evident, how-
ever, that the said front and rear pieces may
be permanently secured together, if found con-
venient. The said front portion is provided
with suitably-shaped pockets or recesses HH
and I I, for the reception of splints of whale-
bone, steel, or other stiffening devices; or the
said portions of the corset may be filled with
cork, cotton, or other material, as may be
found most convenient. The edges of the
front of the corset are provided with the usual
splints J and fastening deviees, by which the
corset may be secured arouud the wearer.

The letter K represents the skirt-support,
which consists of an inclosed pouech or pocket
of auy suitable fabric, provided with two V-
shaped flat springs to keep it distended. Said
devices may be secured to the lower pard of -
the back portion of the corset, either perma-
nently or removably—preferably so as to be
removed, however, in order to allow the cor-
seb to be conveniently washed, in which case
it is secured by meaus of suitable connecting
or fastening devices.

The letter M represents a removable hook,
o which the strings for supporting the stock-
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" ings or lower under-clothing of the wearer are

secured. Said hook, in the present instance,
consists of a bent wire, with free upper ends

turned in opposite directions, the portion di-

rectly below said bent ends being bent out-
wardly, forming a spring-shank, which may
be sprung into the eyelet N at the lower edge
of each side, the Lent ends holding the hook
in one direction, and the enlarged portion in
the opposite direction, so as to prevent the
hook from being accidentally removed.

It -will be perceived that the front and back
portions of my improved corset are entirely
separated, except at a point falling directly
upon the shoulders of the wearer, and as said
separated portions are provided with laces
they can be adjusted from the hips up to the
extremities of the shoulders by simply draw-
ing or loosening the laces, and the corset can
be made to neatly conform to the entire body
and bust of the wearer, of whatever size or
peculiarity of conformation; and as the back
and frout shoulder-pieces are adjustable rela-
tively to each other, it is evident that those

- portions at which alone the front and back

portions of the corset are joined can equally
as well be made to fit persons of different
shapes and sizes, which cannot be done, to
my knowledge, with any other corset as here-
tofore constructed. :

The skirt and under-clothing supports being
made removable allow the corset to be readily
and conveniently washed, which is a great ad-
vantage.

The corset is bound and ornamented at the
edges, as usual, and at the point where the
back and front portions meet and join is
stitched aeross or re-enforced in an y conven-
ient manner, to prevent the parts from being
torn asunder.

One great advantage secured by my im-
proved construction of the corset is the facili-

ty with which the parts may be folded upon
each other for packing and transportation,
the front pieces, when folded once, being of
the same approximate size and shape, and,
when folded along the line of lacing upon said
back portion, the whole forming a neat and
nearly rectangular package, which can be
readily put up in a similarly-shaped box. An-
other advantage of my improved corset arises
from the fact that the shoulder-pieces form
part of the front and back portions of the
corset, and all shoulder-straps and buckles are
dispensed with, and material is thas saved.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— ‘ _

1. A corset consisting of a closed back piece,
extending at each side over the shoulders and
front pieces, united to and forming with said
back piece rear shoulder-pieces, the back and
front pieces being separated from each other
from a point at or near the shoulders to the
bottom of the corset, and adjustably connect-
ed together by means of lacings, substantial-
ly as described.

2. In a corset, the back and front Dieces,
divided as described, adjustably secured by
lacings and united at the shoulders, forming
a rear shoulder-piece, in combination with
the front shoulder-piece, substantially as de-.
scribed.

3. In combination with a corset, the skirt-
support _cousisting of an inclosed pocket, dis-
tended by V-shaped springs, and adapted to
be secured to the back of the corset, substan-
tially as described. '

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand in the presence
of the subseribing witnesses.

E. S. REED.

Witnesses : .

PHILIP F. LARNER,
A. H. NoRRIs.




