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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHARLES LErscH, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and Tmproved Cigar-Bunch-
* ing Machine, of which the following is a speci-
fication:

In the aecompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep-
resentsa top view of my improved ¢'gar-bunch-
ing machine; and Fig. 2, a vertical longitudi-
nal section of the same on the line ¢ ¢, Fig. 1,

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. , B

My invention relates to an improved cigar-
bunching machine, by which the bunches may
be turned out with great rapidity and perfec-
tion; and the invention consists of a sliding
reciprocating former, having a lateral bunch-
ing-eavity, in combination with an adjustable
apron and stretching-roller.

In the drawing, A represents a suitable
frame or table, on which the bunching mech-
anism is supported. The bunching device
counsists of an inclined reciprocating former,
B, that is guided in grooves or otherwise on
stationary side supports B, which serve also
as bearings for the stretching-roller D. The
former B is guided at snitable inclination to
the roller, to admit the easy feeding of the
tobacco and the ready taking away of the
bunches. It is connected-with and recipro-
cated by a treadle, C, actuated by the foot of
the attendaut, in downward direction, and by
a cord, pulley, or weight, springs, or equiva-
lent deviee, C/, in upward direction. The re-
ciproeating former B passes along the streteh-
ing-roller D, and is connected by a belt or
apron, E, with the same, the apron being at-
tached to the lower end of the former, then

carried over the stretching-roller, and finally
over an upper adjusting-roller, B, with'ratchet
aund pawl device, by which the apron is set to
the size of bunches to be produced. The re-
ciprocating former B is provided with a lat-
eral concavity, @, into which the apron ex-
tends, and which serves to take up the re-
quired quantity of tobacco to form the bunech,
‘When the same is inserted, the downward mo-
tion of the former, in conjunction with the
apron and roller, rolls the bunch until the up-
per end of the former passes below the roller
and throws the bunch clear of the apron. A
dishing top extension, I, of the former B takes
up the bunch, so that the same may be read-
ily taken off by the workman.

The cavity of the reciprocating former is
large enough to admit the manufacture ot any
desired size of bunch by adjusting the apron
accordingly. The bunch is délivered and
taken off when the former stops at the end of
the downward motion, and, on the completion
of the upward motion, is ready for the inser-
tion of the tobacco for the next buneh, pro-
ducing the bunches thus in a rapid, uniform,
and economical manner.

Having thusdescribed myinvention, I elaim
as new and desire to secare by Letters Pat-
ent—

The combination of reciprocating former B,
having councavity ‘@ and extension I, with
stretebhing-roller D, apron E, and roller E/, ar-
ranged to operate substantially as shown and
described.,

CHARLES LERSCH,

Witnesses:

PAUL GOEPEL,
T. B. MOSHER.



