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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN E. BUCKINGHAM, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, ASSIGNOR
OF ONE-HALF HIS RIGHT TO JOHN L. MILLER, OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVEMENT IN CAN-OPENERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 187,596, dated February 20,1877 ; application filed
: August 8, 1876, :

To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, JOEN E. BUCKINGHAM,
of Washington, in the county of Washington
and District of Coluwnbia, have invented cer-
tain lmprovements in Can-Openers, of which
the following is a specification :

My invention cousists of a tool or device

- for opening eans, the construction of which is

hereinafter more fully described, and definite-
ly elaimed.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-

plement. Fig. 2 is a side elevation, partly in
section, showing the mauner of using the
tool in opening ordinary fruit-cans, and the
like. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the top
of a can, showing how it is punctured for ap-
plying. the tool; and TFig. 4 shows the man-
ner of using the tool as applied to a sardine
or similar box. .

The object. of this invention is to produce
a can-opener or tool that can be efficiently
used with the various sizes and styles of
metal cans now so extensively used for the
preservation of fruits, meats, and various kinds
of food.

As shown in. Fig..1, my improvement con-
sists essentially of a straight narrow steel
blade, B, made pointed at its end for pune-
turing the wetal, and a parallel prong, A,
inade a little longer than the blade, and hav-
ing. its. outer end slightly eurved outward

from the blade, and terminating in a small

round point, o, for making a hole in the cen-
ter of the head of the can.

The Llade and prong are united; as shown
in Figs. 2 and 4, at a poiut near the handle,
and both are provided with one or more holes
for the insertion of a pin, P, a short distance

from their ends; as shown in Fig. 1.

The blade B is preferably made flat on its
upper or -inner face, and slightly oval or
rounded on its opposite face, with both edges
and its point sharp, so as readily to cut the
tin of the can. 1t is shown as having a wood-
en handle, H, to which the pin P is fastened
by a cord, e, to prevent it from being mis-
placed or lost.

It is obvious, however, that the wooden
handle may be omitted and the tang extend-
ed and formed into a handle; but I prefer to
make it with the handle as represented, as it

affords a better hold for the hand of the oper-
ator.

The implement, being thus constructed, is
used as follows: First, a small hole is made
with the point o of the prong A in the center
ot the end of the can, as represented at #, Fig.
3,and then the blade B is thrust through
the head, as shown at I, Fig. 3, after which
the tool is shoved forward, as represented in

Fig. 2, so as to bring the pin-holes in the -

blade and prong opposite the hole n at the
center, when the pin P is inserted, as shown
in Fig. 2. The pin P thas forms a pivot, and
by means of the handle the blade is then
moved around either to the right or left, cut-
tisg a circalar piece out, as shown. In prac-
tice, the piece need not be cut entirely around,
but may be left uncut at one side, and, as it
is held between the prong and blade, ¢an be
readily turned up or over backward, when
the pin will'naturally fall out, leaving the tool
free to be withdrawn.

[t will readily be understood that the size
of the piece thus cut may be varied at will by
simply holding the handle higher or lower, or
inserting it -through the top at different dis-
tances from:the center. .

In cutting sardine-boxes, or anything re-
quiriug a straight cut, the tool way be used
as shown in Fig. 4, in which case the pin be-
ing inserted serves as a fulerum, the blade
being thrust through the metal cover and
shoved along as the cut is made by bearing
down on the handle. This method of using .
the tool is specially useful where the metal to
be cut is thick or heavy; and, as is obvious,
this method of using it is applicable to round
cans also.

By this method of construction I produce a
can-opener that is available for cans of all
sizes and styles. - -

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

A can-opener consisting of the prong A -
and blade B, provided with holes for the in-
sertion of the. pin P, substantially as de-

seribed. :
JOHN E. BUCKINGHAM,
‘Witnesses:

P. T. DoDGE,
WiLL W. DopaGz,




