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IMPROVEMENT IN BARBED FENCES.

- Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 187,723, dated February 27, 1877 ; application ﬁled
January 18, 1877.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, AARON J. NELLIS, of
Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new

~and useful Improvement in Yard and Field

Fences; and 1 do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawing, tormmg a palt of thlb specifi-
tion, in which—

I‘wm 1 is a perspective view of a longi.
tudmdlly -corrugated barbed strip or rail for
fences. Fig. 2 1s a cross-section through & .

My iuvention relates to an improvement in
wmetallic fences; and it is designed to secure
the lightuess, cheapness, and strength of cor-
ragated boop-iron, and at the same time with-
out nuuuoubly reduung its strength or in-
creasing its size or .weight—the advantage of
a barbed rail. It cousists of a barbed corru-
gated hoop-iron rail.

The object of the barbing of fence rails and
wires is to prevent the climbing over fences
and to keep cattle off of them, which in light
wire and iron fences is a g[cdt desideratum.

I have discovered that the ordinary light
hoop-iron is too much weakened by forming
barbs upon it to be used for fence-rails, and
thab the increase of size and strength neces-
sary to fit it for such purpose destroys its use-

fulness by increasing its cost beyond an eco-
nomical figure.

It is well-known that the strength of sheet
and hoop iron is enormouosly inereased by cor-
rugating it. [ have discovered that a strip of
ordinary hoop-iron corrugated longitudinally
may be barbed by striking up points or barbs
along its surface without so decreasing its
strength as to unfit iv for use as a fence-rail,
or necessitating an inerease of weight or bIZG.
By refereuce to the drawing, such a strip will
be seen. It is of ordinary hoop-iron; orit may
be made of Bessemer steel, or other suitable
material, It is cowugdted by passing it
through suitably-grooved rolls, or in any
other well-known way, and is barbed by
punching or stamping or setting up by means
of suitable tools or machines.

I am aware of a fence-wire having thick-
ened edges and integral barbs, and do not
claim such subject-matter; but

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

A barbed corrugated metal feuce-rail, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I, the said AARON J.
NELLIS, have Liereunto set wy hand.

Witnesses: AARON J. NELLIS.

T. B. KERR,
JAMES L. KAY,




