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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE K. JOHNSON,
Jr., of the city and county of Philadelphia,
and State of Penusylvania, have invented a

new and useful Improvement in Umbrellasand

Parasols, which improvement is tully set forth
in the following specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings. '

My improvement relates to a device com-
monly called ¢ tip-eup ? on the umbrella-staff,

. the office of which is to receive and hold the

tips of the ribs when the. umbrella is closed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view of the cup or shell, with its append-
ages, connected with the runner to which the
stretchers are jointed, part of the cup being
cut away to show the spring. Fig. 2 is alon-
gitudinal section of the cup and its append-
ages, connected with the runner. Fig. 3is a
view of the cup and its appendages, made
separately from the runuer, with a part of the
cup cut away ; and Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sec-
tion of the same.

A represents a section of the umnbrella-
staff; b, acylindrical tube or barre] fitting close-
ly to said staff; ¢, an outer cylinder, which
constitutes the cup ; ¢/, an aunualar flange pro-

jeeting inwardly from said outer cylinder,

and d a spiral spring in the annular space be-
tween the barrel b and the cylindrical cup e.
1t will be seen that the barrel b has at ifs

lower end alaterally-projectingaunularflange,

e, wide enough to close the annular space be-
tween b and ¢, but not so wide as to rub or
bind against ¢ as the latter moves up and
down. On closing the umbrella, the cup ¢ is

drawn down by hand, so as to clear the tips
of the ribs, aud when fairly closed the cup is
released, and the spring automatically forces
it up, so that it will embrace and hold said
tips. The annolar flange ¢ at the lower end
of the barrel b forms'a bottom to the cup ¢
when the latter is held up by the spring, and
the cylindrical form of said cup allows it to be
drawn down without coming in contact and
rubbing against the staff A, and also allows
a shoulder below the barrel b, as shown at f,
Figs. 1, 3, and 4, which is not practicable
when the lower end of the cup is confracted
to fit closely to the staff, as it has heretofore
been cominonly made.

The spring d is not-

absolutely necessary to the operation of my

device, and may be omitted; but it greatly
adds to the efficiency of it when used. L do
not claim the barrel, the cup, or the spring,
nor all of them cowmbined, except when con-
structed as herein described and shown; but

What I do claim is—

1. The barrel b, with its laterally-project-
ing annular lange ¢, in combination with the
eylindrical cup ¢, with its inwardly-projecting
flange ¢/, and a spring, d, to automatically
carry and bold up said cup, all constructed
and combined to operate substantially as de-
seribed and shown,

2. The barrel b, with its annalar flange e,
in-combination with the cylindrical eup ¢, sub-
stantially as described.
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