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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, J. HypE FISHER, of
Chicago, in the county "of Gook and State of
Hlinois, have invented a new and Improved
Bale-Band Buckle and Tightener, of which
the following is a specification :

Figure 1 is a side view bf my improved
buckle. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section on
line # #, Fig.-1, showing the tightener in con-
nection with the buckle.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

My invention consists in a buckle of pecu-
liar construction, adapted to a metallic strap
or band to which it is attached, and in a lever
for engaging horns or projections on the sides
of the said buckle, and a hooked pawl for
engaging holes in the bale-band.

Referring to the drawing, A is a buckle,
which consists of the parallel side pieces ¢ a
and the transverse bars b, ¢, and d, which con-
nect the said side pieces. The bars b and ¢
are attached to the upper edges of the side
pieces, and the bar d to the lower.edges. The
end of the bale-band e is looped around the
bar b and riveted, and the said bar is pro-
vided with projecting ends f that extend be-
yond the side pieces a @ for receiving the end
of the lever, by means of which the band is
tightened. The buckle - tongue ¢ is placed
upon the bar ¢, and rests when in its normal
position against the bar d. A notch, b, is
formed in the end of the tongue g for receiv-
ing the edge of the band e at the end of the
holes 7. The band e passes over the bar d

and under the bars b ¢ through the buckle in
a straight line. B is a lever that is forked
and provided with the clutehes j j that en-
gage the projecting ends f of the bar b. C

-is a pawl that is pivoted between ears & pro-

jecting from the lever B, and is provided with
a hook or nib, I, and with guides m m that en-
gage the sides of the band e, so that the nib
l engages the holes ¢ in the center of the
band. The buckle is capable of being used
without the tightener by simply moving the
perforated end of the band through it, and
allowing the tongue to drop into the perfora-
tion ;5 but if it is desired to draw the band
still tighter, the lever B is placed on the pro-
jections f, cmd the nib I is made to engage
one of the holes ¢ when the band is drawn
through the buckle by moving the lever B,
The tongue g drops into one of the holes ¢
and retains the band. The lever B may also
be used for unfastening the bands when the
bales are to be opened.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Paten t—

A Dale-band buckle, havmg top bars be
connecting side bars @ a, a bottom bar, d, and
a notched. tongue, g b, the latter plvobed to
bar ¢, and when under strain resting against
the bar d a8 shown, and for the purpose speci-

fied.
JOSEPH HYDE FISHER.
Witnesses:
Wi 8. MoKNIGHT,
CHs. W. SPEER.



