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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Epw. C. VENABLE, of
Petersburg, in the county of Dinwiddie, and
ip the State of Virginia, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Plug-
Tobacco; and do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, making a part of this speci-
fication. )

The nature of my invention consists in the
use of a skeleton metallic frame of any suita-
ble shape, which is provided with teeth or
points for the double purpose of holding a
tag or label, and of securing both the frame
and label to a plug of tobacco, as will be here-
inafter more particularly described.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
seribe its construction aud application.

In the accompanying drawings, making
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
a view of a plug of tobacco, with the frame
and label attached. Figs. 2 and 3 are views
of the metallic frame,

In the figures, A represents a plug of to-
baceo, and B the metallic frame. The frame,

in this instance, is struck up in annular form,
with points or spurs upon its periphery. The
center of this frame is cut away, as seen, so
that the label can be exposed through it.
When the label is placed against the frame
two or more of the poiuts or spurs ¢ ¢ are
bent down over it to coufine the two together.
When the frame is then placed upon the to-
bacco the points ¢ ¢, Fig. 3, are forced into
it, and thus confined to the plug.

It is not necessary that this frame should
be made round, but may be made in any shape
desired, so that it is a rim-frame with spurs
upon it to coufine the label to the plug, allow-
ing the label to show through it.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

A metallic rim-frame having spurs for in-
closing a label, and confining same to a plug
of tobacco, substantially as herein set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 6th day of
February, 1877,

EDWARD C. VENABLE.

Witnesses :

FRANK GALT,
Wu. B. UPPERMAN.



