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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Amos F. GERALD, of
Augusta, in the county of Kennebeec and
State of Maine, have invented a new and use-
ful Tmprovement in Hinges for Boxes, &c.,
which improvement is fully set forth in the
following specification, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings. . ,

The object of my invention is to- construct
a hinge cheap and durable, and of easy ap-
plication to boxes, &c., as hereinafter fully de-
scribed and definitely claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents the
box with the hinge attached.

Like Jetters of reference indicate like parts.

A is the end of the box; B, the cover; T,
the side, and O the hinge-piece. This hinge-
piece is made of tin, brass, iron, or other suit-
able material, the width and thickness vary-
ing according to the size of box, or the strain
to be put upon the hinge. The construction
of the hinge-piece is shown in Fig. 3 at C,
which is a view of the hinge-piece as bent
and ready for use. _

Fig. 2 shows the application of the hinge
to a box. A is theend of the box; B, the'cover;
F, the side; C,-the hinge-piece; D, a small
nail or other suitable fastening, passing
through theside of the box, through the hinge,
and into the eud, thus serving the double pur-
pose of holding the hinge in place and fast-
ening the side of the box. G is the part of
the cover passing into the hinge, and upon
which the cover turns.

The hinge is applied as follows: Upon each
end of the cover, at fhe side where the hinge
is to be placed, with a cylindrical saw, a trun-

nion or dowel, G, is made of the size of the
cylindrical part of the hinge-piece C; then a
cut is made in each end of the side F, and the
hinge put on the trunnion or dowel G and into
the cut, as shown, and fastened by the nail D,
which holds the hinge firmly in place and
allows the cover to turn freely thereon,

The hinge is designed especially for small
boxes, such as salt-boxes and the like, but
may be made of sufficient strength for large
boxes where a cover is used, and, from its sim-
plicity, ean be manufactured at a nominal
cost, and makes a strong and durable hinge.

1t is obvious that it may be applied either
upon the side or end of the cover, or by put-
ting a piece across the end or side .thereof,
with the ends fitted to the hinge O, instead of
cutting into the cover; or the hinge may be
inserted in the cover,~and the trunnions or
dowels cut upou the side, or upon a piece
fastened to the side. The back side of the
cover is rounded or grooved, or the side
rounded or grooved, so that the joint is tight
and the cover turns freely.

I claim as my invention—

The hinge-piece C, made loop-shaped from
a single piece of brass, tin, or other suitable
material, in combination with and turning
freely on the dowels or truunions G, formed
on. the side or end of cover B, or its equiva-
lent, substantially as shown and deseribed,
for the purposes specified.
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