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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, OLivER H. HICKS, of
the city of Baltimore and State of Maryland,
have invented certain Improvements in Hoes,
of which the following is a specification; and L
do hereby declare that in the same is contained
a full, clear, and exact description of my said
invention, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawing, and to the lefters of refer-
ence marked thereon.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in that elass of hoes which are of du-
plex construction—that is to say, wherein the
eye-piece, into which the handle is inserted,
and the blade, are made separately, and united
and secured together to form a complete im-
plement.

The first part of the said invention consists

" in recessing a portion of the eye-piece to

which the blade is to be directly attached toa
depth equal to the thickness of the blade, and
in dovetailing the projecting edge of the eye-
piece, which is preferably concentric with the
handleapertureoreye,in order toadaptthesaid
edge of the eye-piece to overlap the abutting
edge of the blade, and thereby form a means of
securing the two partsof the hoe together inde-
pendently of any other fastening devices that
may be employed to perfect the counnection.
The object of uniting the edge of the blade
with the projecting edge of the eye-piece by
the means and in the manner deseribed is to
give to the union of the said parts the nature.
of a riveted counection, the overlapping por-
tion of the eye-piece being practically a rivet-
head, which may be hammered over the bev-
eled ‘edge of the blade, and a perfectly-close
joint thereby insured. .

The second part of my invention consists in
combining the eye-piece, constructed as de-
seribed, with the blade, having a cut of suita-
ble shape to receive the eye-piece, and an abut-
ting edge conforming to the construction of
the projecting edge of the same, as hereinaf-
ter fully described.

The third part of the invention consists in
providing the eye of the hoe with & key-seat,
to allow of the insertion of a key between the
si¢ of the eye and a flattened portion of the
hanille, for the purpose of securing the said
handle against turning. By this means a

round handle, which is more easily and cheaply
constructed than one of oval or other irregu-
lar eross-section, may be used.

In the further description of the said inven-
tion, which follows, reference is made to the
accompanying drawing, forming a part hereof,
and in which— :

Tigures 1 and 2 are, respectively, a front
and a back view of the hoe. Fig. 3is a ver-
tical section of the invention. TFig. 4isa back
view of the blade of the hoe. Xigs. 5 and 6
are, respectively, an edge and a back view of
the eye-piece, and Figs. 7 and 8 similar views
of an eye-piece, having a round eye, and pro-
vided with a key-seat, as before alluded to.

-Similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts of the invention in all the views.

A is the eye-piece, and B the blade, of the
hoe. A portion of the eye-piece is recessed,
as Dbefore described, whereby the projecting
dovetailed edge @, which, in the drawing, is
shown as circular and concentric with the eye,
is formed. The edge of the blade, which cor-
responds in shape with the projecting edge a
of the eye-piece, fits closely in contact with
and underneath the said edge, and is secared
in this position by means of a small rivet, b,
which passes through the blade and an elon-
gated portion of the eye-piece. By this means
the rivet b, which is merely an auxiliary or
supplemental securing device, is not subjected
to any shearing or other injurious strain, its
office being to prevent the withdrawal of the
blade from contact with the overlapping edge
a of the eye-piece. A tlat or flush surface of
the back of the hoe is also obtained, and in
this respect the hoe corresponds with those
formed of a single piece of metal, or those in
which the eye-piece is welded to the blade.
~ Hoes made in accordance with my invention
are lighter and more easily and cheaply con-
structed than other hoes of this class, and the
connection. between the eye-piece and blade
is such as to give, practically, the strength of
a welded hoe, together with all the advantages
possessed by them as regards the unobstructed
blade and neatness of finish.

Having thus desecribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and wish to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States,.is—

1. An eye-piece for a hoe, recessed to the



thickness of the blade, and having a .dove-
tailed projecting edge, adapted to fit over a
correspondingly-shaped edge of the hoe-blade,

and form, when so united, a flat or flush con- |

nection at the back thereof, substantially as
specified.

-2, An eye-piece recessed to the thickness of

the blade, and provided with a dovetailed pro-

hoe-blade having a cut to receive the said eye-
piece, and an edge shaped to fit the projecting
edge thereof, substantially as herein specified. :

jecting edge, as described, combined with &’
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3. An eye-piece for a composite hoe, having
| a practically circular eye therein,provided with
a key-seat, substantially as and for the pur-
pose herein specified.

. In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
seribed my name this 2d day of March, A. D.

1877. . ]
OLIVER H. HICKS.
Witnesses: : :
Wwu. T. HOWARD,
TooMAS MURDOCK.




