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UNITED STATES

FFICE

JENNIE BOUDEMAN, OF KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN.

IMPROVEMENT IN BOOK-SUPPORTS.

: bpeclﬁcatlon forming part of Letters Patent No. 190,117, dated ‘May 1, 1877 a,pphca.tlon hled
’ March 24, 1877,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JENNIE BOUDEMAN, of
Kalamazoo, in the county of Kalamazoo and
State of Michigan, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Book-Holders for
Tables; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowmg is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, which Wlll enable others skilled in the
art to Whlch it appertains to make and use the

sane.

This invention relates to an attachment for
tables designed to hold a book in position for
reading at various heights and angles; and
the invention consists in a book-rest or a desk
adjustably secured to a rod, and adapted to
slide beneath a table-top When not in use,; and
to be brought from beneath the table- top and
adjusted at various heights and angles, to suit
the requirements of different users, and pro-
vided with means for securely holding a book
in an open position.

In the drawing 1llustrat1ng the invention,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a table with
this improved attachment in place. Fig. 2 is
a plan and partly-sectional view of the desk.
Fig. 3 is a side elevation of a table having my
improvement attached and in position for use.
Fig. 4 is a side view of. the table with the
holder in position when not in use. Fig. 5 is
an end view of the coupling or hinge used to
attach the desk to its supporting-stem.

The same letters indicate like parts in the
several figures.

A represents a table-top, which may be pro-
‘vided with a stem, B, resting in a socket in
the standard C, and held in vertical adjust-
ment in said socket by a collar, a, and  set-
screw b, or other contrivance,of suitable con-
struction. Beneath this top a tube or sleeve,
or a number of sleeves or collars, is arraunged,
which receives arod, E, in such manner that
it may be slid back and forth therein. A set-
serew, ¢, serves to lock-the rod E in its sheath
or support. Upon the end of rod B is a ver-
tical socket, d, which receives a rod or stem,
F, which latter is vertically adjustable in its
socket d by means of a collar, ¢, and a set-screw,
J. To the upper end of the stem F is hinged
a desk or book-holding device, G.. The hinge
H, employed to connect the desk and its stem,
is of such nature as to permit of the adjust-

iment of the desk ai various ;(M‘l'g'les,“an‘d in

the illustration herein shown, but to which I
do not wish to be understood as limiting my-
self, this hinge consists of a plate, g, attached
to the back of the desk, and having a tongue,
h, which enters spring-jaws e on the end of the
stem, and is held therein by a eclamping-screw,
4,780 that by tightening- the screw ¢ the desk:
may be held at any angle desired within the
compass of the movement of the hinge. The
stem F being adjustable, the desk may be held
at different heights, and the rod E sliding De-
beath the table, the desk may be moved to
different distances from the table.

"The desk G is preferably made with a base-
piece, &, which should resemble the edge fin-
ishing of the table-top.. To one end of this
base is jointed a leaf, !, which is jointed to a
strip, I/, and this latter to another leaf, I/, and
this last leaf is adjustably secured to the base
by a set-screw, m, playing in a slot in the base,
and entering a screw-socket in said leaf I/. By
this eonstruction these leaves and the strip .
may be so adjusted upon the base as to form
a double-inclined desk or holder for a book, as
shown in Iig. 1, the bottom edge of the book
resting on the base Thisadjustmentiseffected
by bringing the leaves I I/ toward each other
to the desired extent and securing them in
such position by tightening the screw m.

If desired, there may be employed, in con-
nection with this desk, a removable device for
resting upon an open book and holding it thus.
Such a device is shown in Fig. 1; and it con-
sists of a spring, n, adapted to be removably
attached to the desk, and having swiveled to
its free end a cross-bar, o, designed to rest
upon, and hold open, a book, S0 a8 to prevent
its leaves from being turned over.

When the desk is not to be used, the device
Jjust deseribed is removed, the leaves and mid-
dle strip of the desk are brought to a level
with the edge of the base %, the desk is then
adjusted parallel with the rod B, and its stem
I brought to its lowest adjustment in its sock-
et, and the whole pushed under the table-top,
as a drawer would be, thus being out of the
way, but always convenient and accessible
when desired for use.

It will be perceived from the foregoing that
the desk is capable of being rotated in the

i




socket d, and by this means the light from a
burner upon the table or elsewhere ecan be had
upon said desk in any manner desired ; -also,
that one desiring to use the holder need not
interfere with others at the table, for the desk
can be drawn from the table a distance equal
to the length of the rod E. By attaching the
desk to a vertically-adjustable table it may be
used as a reading-desk for a person standing,

and by having the table to revolve upon its

adjusting-rod the desk can be brought into
various parts of a room without moving the
whole table. C

What I claim is—

1. The combination, with the table, of a
sliding horizontal rod, B, vertical adjustable
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stem F, and the hinged adjustable book-rest,
desk, or holder, G, substantially as described.
2. A book-desk, G, having a number of

| leaves jointed one to another, and provided

with a base-piece pivoted to one outer leaf,
and adjustably connected with the other outer
leaf by a pin and slot, said leaves being capa-
ble of being fixed in a given position, substan-
tially as described. '
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses. . ) -
: JENNIE BOUDEMAN.
Witnesses :
JAves H, JOHNSON,
C. K. TURNER.




