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To.all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL A. WOODARD,
of Hornellsville, in the county of Steuben,
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Hame-
Buckles, of which the following is a specifi-
cation:

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in hame fasteners or buckles ; its object
Leing to furnish a fastening deviece which can
be conveniently and rapidly manipulated to
fasten and unfasten the hames, while such
fastening device is most reliable in use, there
being no possibility of its being accidentally
unfastened. -

To this end my invention consists of a me-
tallic frame provided at one end with a piv-
oted hook, which has toes projecting in rear
of its pivotal points, which toes are adapted

" to be engaged with and disengaged from a

sliding plate, arranged on the buckle-frame,
said slide being operated by one end of a strap
which passes through a slot in the end of the
sliding plate, said strap being attached to one
ring of the hames while the hooked end of
the buckle is engaged with the otherringof the
hames, as will hereinafter more fully appear.

In the drawings, Figure 1represents a per-
spective view of my improved hame fastener
or buckle ; Fig. 2, a longitudinal vertical cen-
tral section; and Fig. 3, a transverse sec-
tional view on the line z .

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
frame of the buckle, having the slot a and
cross-bar b, provided with the pin orluge, with
which the strap engages. The buckle-frame
is constructed with a seat, d, and a shoulder,
e, at the back of the same, and its forward end
is provided with two ears or flanges, £, one
on each side, between which is pivoted, as at
¢, & hook, B. " This hook is formed with toes
%, which extend in rear of the pivots g, and
their upper edges are rounded at % so as to
automatically press back the slide O, in order
that said toes can engage therewith. This
slide cousists of a metallic plate, having a
flange, j, and parallel ribs or flanges % % on its
side, and between such ribs and the flange j
of the slide and the shoulder ¢ of the buckle-

frame, is located a coiled or other suitable
spring, D, which automatically throws the
slide forward when it has been pressed back
for the passage of the toesi. A ecross-bar, I,
connects the depending flanges m m of the
buckle-frame together, and also serves to re-
tain the sliding plate C in its proper posi-_
tion. E represents a strap, the looped-end = of
which is secured to one ring of the hames, and
its ends are then passed through the stot a
and its end o passed downward through the
slotted end p of the slide, and the projecting
end serves to draw back the slide to release
the toes of the hook, which latter, it should
here be stated, is, when in use, hooked onto
the other ring of the hames and its toes en-
gaged with the slide C. The end ¢ of the
strap is passed along the back of the frame
and under the cross-bar # of the hook, and
then down and behind the cross-bar s of the
same, the strap being prevented from dis-
placement by the pin or lug ¢ engaging with
the holes £ in the strap, as shown in Iig. 1.

It will be seen that the spring which oper-
ates the sliding plate is concealed in the re-
cess formed by the buckle-frame and said
plate, and is prevented from twisting or be-
coming displaced by the parallel ribs % %.

By this means a hame - fastener is con-
structed which is most efficient as a fastening,
and it can be so readily manipulated to fasten
and unfasten the hames to recommend itself
to favor.

I claim—

In a hame-fastener, the combination of a
frame, A, a hook, B, pivoted to one end of
said frame, and having toes ¢ ¢ projecting in
rear of the pivot, the sliding plate C, the
spring D, and the strap E, arranged, as de-
scribed on the frame to forin a loop, n, all sub-
stantially as and for the purposes described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand in the presence
of the subscribing witnesses.

SAMUEL A. WOODARD.
Witnesses:
HoMER HoLLIDAY,
JOEN CAMERON,




