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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN TEMME, of
St. Louis, St. Louis eounty, State of Missouri,
have invented a certain Improved Metallic
Sign-Letter, of which the following is a speci-
fication:

In this invention the letters composing the
sign are cast in separate pieces, and are hol-
lowed out at the back, so that the letters are
formed of a thin shell of metal, composed of
a front plate and two side and top plates, with
an open back. The side and top plates arve
inclined outward, so as to shed rain, &ec.
Screw-bolts for holding the letters onto a suit-
able frame or backing are cast onto the front
plate of the letters, so that the elasticity of
the letters will tend to hold them firmly against
the backing frame and prevent the entrance
of water into the cavity of the letter, and
thereby prevent rasting of the letters.

Figure 1 is an elevation of the back of one
letter. Fig. 2 is a horizontal section at line
z . :

A is the letter, cast hollow with a front
plate, a, and top, bottom, and side plates «’.

»

The side, top, and bottom plates are inclined,
as shown, so as to shed rain, &e., from the
letters, so as to prevent rusting of the same,
and also to give or allow of a slight spring
in the letter, so that when the letter is being
secured in place the edges of the top, side,
and bottom plates ¢’ will tend to form a per-
fect joint with the backing B, to which it is
secured by screw-bolts O; and to more effectu-
ally accomplish this purpose the bolts C pro-
ject from the center of the plate @ of the let-
ter, so that the slight spring in said plate may
be utilized in accomplishing the purpose above
stated, and also to prevent the liability of
breakage in firmly securing the letters in
place.

I claim—

The sign - letter, having front plate a and
inclined side, top, and bottom plates o/, in
combination with the bolts C, arranged as de-
scribed, and for the purpose set forth.

CHRISTIAN TEMME.
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