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IMPROVEMENT IN EAR-SLIPPERS.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, IsAA¢ B. KLEINERT,
of New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Ear-Slippers;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it pertains to make and use it, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
ear-slippers, the object of the same being to
provide an ear-protector of such form and con-
struction that it may be readily applied, and
when secured in place its shape and pliability
will render it pleasant and comfortable to the
wearer.

Heretofore ear muffs or pockets have been
constructed wherein the overlapping portion
of the same has had a continuous wire secured
thereto, said wire being formed into an ob-
long form smaller than the ordinary-sized ear,
and hence such muffs or pockets, in order to
be applied, necessitate the doubling or turn-
ing of the ear in order to force the pocket
thereon. As this process requires considera-
ble practice and time to secure the muffs in
place, ear-muffs of snch construction are con-

"demned by many persons who fail to under-

stand the proper way of applying and wear-
ing such articles. Again, ear muffs or pockets
of the form and construction above noted are
objectionable for the reason that the wire, be-
ing drawn tightly against the ear by the con-
tinnous strain produced by the fastening-cord,
which is a necessary adjunet in order to re-
tain the muffs in place, renders the articles
harsh and uncomfortable to the wearer.

'My invention obviates the defects above
noted, and consists in an ear-slipper formed
of two pieces of cloth, or equivalent pliable
material, said pieces preferably provided with
flexible or pliable bindings, the outer and im-
perforate portion of the slipper being of suffi-
cient size to cover the entire ear, while the
inner portion is secured to the upper portion
only of the outer part of the slipper, thereby
forming a receptacle for the upper part of the
ear, and serving to retain the slipper in posi-
tion when in use. ' .

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
an enlarged view of one of my improved ear-
slippers. Fig. 2 represents the same when
applied for use. Fig. 3 is a modification.

A designates the outer portion of the ear-
slipper, and the same is made of any desired
material, but preferably of closely woven or
knitted fabrie, and soft to the touch. Piece
A may be provided with a silk or other suit-
able pliable binding, B. This outer piece A
is of such form and size as will serve as a com-
plete and effectual protection for the ear when
the slipper is applied. To the upper portion
of part A is secured an arc-shaped fastening
or inner piece, C, the ends ¢ a’ of which extend
only part way down the sides of the outer

-part A, leaving the lower portion of the slip-

per free to adjust itself laterally to cover ears
of different shapes and sizes. An elastic cord
or braid, D, has its ends secured to the lower
portion of each slipper, and serves to retain
the same in place, as shown in Fig. 2.

Ear-slippers manufactured in accordance
with my invention are of small initial cost,
and ean be supplied to the trade at a much’
lower sum than those heretofore manufactured,
as each slipper consists of two pieces of ma-
terial only, which are readily sewed together,
and may be made with or without binding,
according to the texture and kind of material
employed.

They are adapted to be quickly applied, as
the arc-shaped fastening-piece C is simply
over the upper portion of the ear, and when
the slipper is pulled downwardly the attach-
ment is effected. Again, they are easy and
comfortable to the wearer, as the entire slip-
per is soft and pliable and adjusts itself to the
ear.

The article above described is intended for
gentlemen’s wear, while Fig. 3 shows a modi-
fied form of slipper especially adapted for
ladies. The lower portion of the outer piece
A is slitted at b, so that the protector shall
not interfere with the ear-rings generally worn
by ladies; and instead of securing the slippers
by a cord or braid passing under the chin, as
illustrated in Fig. 2, the cord or braid in this
instance has its ends secured to the sides of
the slippers, so that the slippers may be se-
cured by passing the cord backwardly around
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the neck, and thus retain them securely in
place without interfering with the ornaments
fastened to the ear, as shown in Fig. 3.

1 am aware that ear-muffs have been made
wherein the inner portion of the same extends
from the middle portion of the front of the
muff over the top and down the entire rear
edge of the sawe, thereby forming a receptacle
for the entire ear, and hence I would have it
understood that I make no claim to an ear-
mauff of such construction, as in my improved
ear-slipper only the upper portion of the ear
is inclosed in the slipper, while the outer por-
tion of the same is adapted to have free lat-
eral movement, and thus enable the article to
be quickly attached and easily adjusted.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

An ear-slipper consisting of an outer piece
of the desired size and form to cover the ear,
and an inner or fastening piece, which latter
is arc-shaped and secured to the outer piece
above the middle portion of the same, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

Iu testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 6th day ot
April, 1877. :

ISAAC B. KLEINERT.

Witnesses:

F. O. MOCLEARY,
A. W. BRIGHT.




