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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HERMAN PFEIL, of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in the Manufac-
tare of Signs, Tablets, &c., of which the fol-
lowing is a specification:

The objeet of my invention is to manufac-
ture cheap, durable, and water-proof fablets,
signs, and pictures; and this object I attain
in the manner which I will now proceed to
describe.

In carrying out my invention, I use, by
preference, ordinary unsized paper, owing to
its absorbent properties, and this paper I im-
pregnate with ordinary boiled linseed-oil, or
other equivalent drying-oil, either by dipping
the paper in the oil, or by applying the latter
with a brash to the paper.

After the sheet is dry, I coat it on one side
with varnish, the best varnish for the purpose
Dbeing composed of amber gum dissolved in
tfurpentine and mixed with more or less dry-
ing-oil, and known in the market as “amber
varnish.”

The varnished sxde or back of the sheet be-
ing dry, I coat the front with ordinary zine-
whlte paint applied by an ordinary brush, or
an oil-paint of any desired tint may be used
in place of the zine-white.

After the paint is dry the sheet is ready for
the printer, the design being imparted to the
painted surface from a stone by an ordinary
lithographic press; or the design may be in
different colors imparted by the ordinary pro-
cess of ehromo-lithography. When the paint-
ed surface is dry the paper is ready for appli-
cation to the backing.

This backing may be of different materials,
but I generally use thin sheet-iron, known in
the market as “sign-plate.” This backing
must be varnished, and before the varnish is
dry the varnished back of the paper is applied
to it, so that a perfect union takes place. I
prefer to apply to the backing a somewhat
thicker amber-varnish than that with which
the oiled paper is coated, and this thick var-
nish may be best applied with a roller such
as is used by printers.

An intimate junction of the varnished back

of the oiled paper with the varnished face of
the backing takes place, the paper, the back-
ing, and intermediate varnish forming a per- -
fectly water-proof tablet; hence the applica-
bility of my invention to the manufacture of

1| signs which have to be exposed.

The surface of the mounted and printed pa-
per may be coated with ordinary varnish,

In some cases the coating of paint may be
dispensed with, the design being printed di-
rectly on the oiled surface, which has a yel-
lowish or light-brown tint; but in most cases
it will be desirable to form a white or tinted
ground by paint on the oiled surface.

Tablets for oil-paintings may be made ae-
cording to my invention by taking the pre.
pared paper after it has been oiled, painted,

- and varnished, and subjecting it to pressure

while the varnished back is in contact with
a sheet of wire-gauze, the face being in con-

tact with any slightly-yielding substance, so.
that the meshes of the gauze will appear on
the surface, which bears a close resemblance
to prepared canvas, and this canvas-like sur-
face will be permanent when the prepared
paper is secured to the backing; or a chromo-

lithograph made on the prepared paper may
be thus treated, so that when mounted it may
have an appearance approximating to that of
an oil-painting made on the ordinary caunvas.

I claim as my invention— A

1. The mode herein described of preparing
paper for receiving designs to be imparted by
printing, painting, or otherwise—that is to
say, first- impregnating the paper with dry-
ing-oil, and then varnishing the ba(,k all sub-
stdntla,lly as set forth.

2. The mode described of preparing paper
for printing or painting, or both——that is to
say, impregnating the paper with drying-oil,
varnishing the back of the paper, and pamtlng
the front, as set forth.

3. The mode described of making an imita-
tion of prepared canvas—that is to say, by
impregnating paper with drying-oil, varnish-
ing the back, and subjecting the paper to
pressure whlle in contact with wire-gauze, as
specified.

4. The mode described of manufacturing
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signs, tablets, pietures, &c.—that is to say,
first impregnating paper with - drying.-eil;
then varnishing the back; then imparting
the design to the face or to a coating of oil-
color. on: the face; and, finally, uniting the
varnished ‘side of the sheet to a varnished
backing, as set forth.

Tu testimony  whereof I -have signed wmy
name to this specifieation in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

HERMAN PFEIL.

Witnesses:

HERMANN MOESSNER,
HARRY SMITH.



