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T'o all whom it may concern : _

Be it known that I, DANIEL A. TOMPKINS,
of South Bethlehem, in the county of North-
ampton and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented a new and useful buckle for fasten.
~ ing iron ties around bales of cotton or oth.
er material, which invention is fully set forth
in the following specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing.

The object of my invention is to make a
simple and strong method of fastening to-
gether the two ends of a tie which is put
around a bale to hold its contents in a com-
pressed condition.

This buckle is composed of two pieces, which
may be exact counterparts the one of the
other. Figure 3 of the drawing will serve to
illustrate the shape of each piece, and also
the method of working the buckle.

A a B bare the ends of the tie after it is
passed around the bale. Each end is folded
In next to the bale. Ineach folded end the

piece H L C is put, as shown in the figure,
and then the end C of each piece is passed
through the opening K, left in the other,

The pressure of the compressed material
against the ends b and B will produce enough
friction of this end against the tie ¢ A to pre-
vent these ends slipping.

Fig. 1 shows a plan of the buckle with the
tie in place, and Fig. 2 a section of the same
through A a.

The piece H L O, Fig. 3, of this buckle may
be made of small round iron or small square
iron, One especial advantage of this shape is,
that by folding the piece at L at right angles,
the buckle may be made of the same iron as
the tie itself, : :

I claim as my invention—

A bale-tie buckle composed of two pieces,
each of which is an angled piece. with one
end formed into a loop or hook, and the other
to pass through the fold in the tie, the looped

end of each piece to receive the other end of

its corresponding piece, substantially as de-
scribed.
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