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To all whom it may concern :
. Beit known that I, SANFORD S. BURR, of
Dedham, Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Folding
or Wardrobe Bedsteads, of which the follow-
ing is a specification. ;-
" My present invention is an improvement
on that kind of folding bedstead described in
my Letters Patent No. 179,513, dated July 4,
1876. In common with the bedstead there
shown, I have a folding bed-frame combined
with a longitudinaliy elastic or extensible and
flexible suspension hed-bottom, which is un-
der tension when the frame is unfolded, and
off tension when the frame is folded. But I
now combine this folding frame and suspen-
sion bed-bottom with an upright case, to which
the folding frame is hinged, the combination
being such that in folding the bedstead the
. sectional bed-frame is first folded over onto
itself, and is then turned up into the case,
which receives both bed-frame and bed-bot-
tom, as well as bed and bedding. A

In my patented bedstead the suspended bed-
bottom, when folded, hung down like a_sack
or bag, its ends being at the top. In the pres-
ent case, however, the position or parts is re-
versed. The folding over of the jointed frame
brings the two ends of the bed-bottom togeth-
er, and then the turning up of the frame into
the case brings these ends below or at the
bottom of the case. In this position the bed-
bottom, unless the mattress be folded up with
it, will fall in a heap to the bottom of the case,
but in either case all the space within the
case, except the small portion occupied by the
bed-bottom, is available as a receptacle for
the bed and bedding.

The nature of my invention, and the man-
ner in which the same is or may be carried
into effect, will be understood by reference to
the accompanying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the bed-
stead unfolded. Fig. 2 is a line view of the
same folded. Fig. 3 is a vertical section
through the closed bedstead from frort to rear.

A is the upright.case. Toward the front of

this case, and at a proper height above its
base, is hung, on strong pivots, one of the sec-
tions, B, of a divided bed-frame, the outer sec-
tion © of which is hinged to B, so that it will

fold over thereon. In this bed-frame the flex-
ible and longitudinally elastic bed-bottom D
is suspended in the manner shown and de-
seribed in my Letters Patent hereinbefore
mentioned.

The bed-bottom may be made of any suit-
able flexible or pliable material. It may be
of woven or linked wire material. It should
be longitudinally extensible or elastic, and
may have this quality imparted to it either by
reason of the elastic nature of its body, or, if
this body be only flexible, then by means of
horizontally or longitudinally extensible in-
terposed coiled springs at one or both ends,
which connect it with the cross-rails at the
ends of the bed-frame., This latter arrange-
ment is shown in the drawing. The bed-bot-
tom is a suspension bottom, and depends for
its support on its ends alone, for reasons which
I have before stated, and which therefore need
not be repeated here.

The bed-bottom is under tension when the
bed-frame is unfolded, and this is made use
of as a means to prevent the premature fold-
ing of the frame. To this end the knuckle or
pivot a of each hinge whieh unites the two
sections of the bed-frame is raised above the
level of the plane in which the cross-rails
normally lie when the bed is fully unfolded.
The result of this arrangement is that the line
of draft or tension is below the fulerum of the
hinge; consequently the stretched bed-bot-
tom tends to pull tightly together the abut-
ting ends of the sections. This means of pre-
venting the premature folding of the bed need
not be exclusively relied on.

Devices of any suitable kind may be em-
ployed to lock the sections in their unfolded
position, whether the hinge here shown or any
other kind or arrangement of hinge be used.

The arrangement of parts above described
possesses the advantage over my patented ar-
rangement of leaving the upper part of the
case unobstructed and free to be used for
drawers, or any other purpose. This feature
is shown in the drawing. The bed-bottom
when folded does not, at the top, come up so

high as'the upper ends of the side rails of the

hinged sections; consequently a space is left
in the top of the case between the rails, which
I ufilize by providing the case at that point




with drawers ¢. The case is in this instance
ent away in front, and the drawers are in the
rear part, which projects above the shelf d that
is formed when the bed-frame is turned up in-
to the case. This shelf d is hinged or other-
wise movable, so that it can be raised or re-
moved to permit access to be had to the in-
terior of the case.

The space at the top of the case between the
section-rails instead of being used for drawers
can be used for any other purpose.

The bed-frame, &c., in lien of unfolding from
the front of the case, may unfold from the
rear, in which event the front of the case can
be used for a writing-desk or for any other
purpose. The case may also be of any desired
construction, and, if desired, can be mounted
on casters.

The outer section C of the bed-frame has
hinged legs f, which, whenever the bed-frame
is unfolded, are extended and serve to sup-
port the foot of the bed.
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Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

A folding or wardrobe bedstead, in which
a folding bed-frame, that is adapted to first
fold over onto itself and then turn up into an
upright case, is combined with a flexible bed-
bottom suspended from the frame by its ends
only under the arrangement described, where-
by the ends of the bed-bottom, when the frame

- is turned up into the case, are carried to the

lower part of the case, and the upper part of
the case between the side rails of the frame is
left unobstruected by the bed-bottom.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses. .

SANFORD 8. BURR.

Witnesses :
FRED. F. DAGGETT.
E. B. MORSE.




