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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, JosSEPH C. HAMMOND,
Jr., and THEODORE B. KiNG, of Rockville, in
the county of Tolland and State of Connecti-
cut, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements Pértaining to a Shoe-Clasp, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, where—

Figure 1 is a top view of an oversioe bear-
ing the clasp closed. Fig. 2 is an edge view
of the clasp closed. Fig. 3 is a top view of
the clasp anclosed. Fig. 4 is an edge view of
the clasp unclosed.

The invention relates to an improved clasp
for securing overshoes aud other shoes, and
the like; and it consists in a hook or tangue
hinged to a spring, which latter is attached
by a base-plate to the shoe, the said hook hav-
ing a fall-back curve located at the rear or
back of the pivotal joint thereof, in which fall-
back rests the loop to unite the other part (as
the quarter) of the shoe with the hook or
tongue, the said tongue being also provided
with a lever end to aid in keeping it closed.

Referring to the drawiungs, ¢ designates a
metal plate,adapted to be secured to the shoe—
say, to one of the quarters. To one end of this
plate is attached a strip, e, of spring metal,
having one end free, and rising from plate c
To the free end of this spring  is jointed, piv-
oted, or otherwise hinged a tongue or hook
b. The rear portion of this tongue is curved
to form a loop or fall-back, !, which extends
rearwardly or beyond the plvota.l point of the

tongue. 5°is a tail-piece or lever end, form-

ing part of the tongue, likewise in the rear of
the pivot of said tongue. d is a loop, secured
to the opposite part or quarter of the shoe.

The operation is as follows: The tongue b
is raised, as shown, and the loop d made to
engage therewith ; then by bearing down upon
the tongue the loop slips back into the fall-
back b!, and the strain brought upon the clasp
serves to cause the loop to exert its tendency
to lock or firmly hold the tongue down upon
the spring. The lever end ® also acts to the
same end, as it has to be overcome before the
tongue can rise and release the loop. The
fall back and the lever end both being in the
rear of the tongue’s pivot, the sa:d pivot there-
by is made to receive the strain of the loop,
and its tendency to open the clasp is thereby
overcome.

What we claim is—

1. The clasp deseribed, having the tongue b,
pivoted to spring «, provided with the fall-
back b! and the lever end b2, arranged in the
rear of the pivotal point of the tongue.

2, The combination of the tongue b, pivoted
to spring @, having the fall-back b and lever
end % in the rear of its pivot, with the bear-
ing-spring a and base-plate ¢, substantially as
described.
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