8. J. HARENESS.
STIRRUP.

Patented June 12, 1877.

N.PETERS, PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, & C.




- UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

SUMNER J, HARKNESS, OF THORNDIKE, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN STIRRUPS.

°

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. E91.851, dated June 12, 1877 ; application filed
i May 15, 1877.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SuMNER J. HARENESS,
of Thorndike, in the county of Hampden and
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Stir-
rups; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, such as will enable others
skilled.in the art to which it pertains to make
and use it, reference being had to the aceom-
panying drawings, which form part of this
specification. ‘

My invention relates to an improvement in
stirrups; and it consists in making the stir-
rup of a continuous .sheet of steel or other
elastic material, so that in case of aceident to
the rider the top of the stirrup will open and
become detached from the stirrup-strap, so as
to release the rider’s foot, as will be more fully
deseribed hereinafter. '

The accompanying drawings represent my
invention, i _

@ represents a stirrup, which is made from
a continuous sheet of steel or other elastie
material, and which has an opening, ¢, through
each of its upper ends, so that the ends ean
be opened outward and receive the attach-
ment b for the stirrup-strap. This attachment
b may either be formed as here shown, or in
any other way that may be preferred. - Pro-

Jjecting from each end of this attachment b is |
a stud or projection, e, over which the endsof |. .

the stirrup snap, the projections entering the
holes in the upper ends of the stirrup, so that
the stirrup and the attachment cannot aceident-
ally come apart,

In case of accident to the rider, the upward
or side pressure of his foot will cause the upper
part ot the stirrup to open outward from
either side, and thereby release the attach-
ment which fastens it to the stirrup-strap,
thus preventing the rider from being dragged
along in case the foot should have caught in
the stirrup.

Having - thus described my invention, I
claim— .

1. The stirrup a, made from a continuous
sheet of steel, its upper portion being adapted
to spring open and become released from the
stirrap-strap, substantially as sliown and de-
scribed.

2. The stirrup a, made from a continuous
sheet of steel, .and adapted to open outward
at its upper portion, in combination with the
attachment b, having the studs or projections
¢ for catching in the openings in the ends of
the stirrup, substantially as described.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 8th day of
May, 1877. .

SUMNER J. HARKNESS.
Witnesses: :
" WILBUR J. MoELWAIN,
GEo, H. NEWTON.




