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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.
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IMPROVEMENT IN WOOD-DRYING APPARATUS.

Specification forming pa,rt of Letters Patent No. 192,00 1, dated June 12, 1877 apphcatlon filed

May 14,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that 1, PHILIPP PFEFFER, of
New York, N. Y,, have invented a new and

“useful Improvement in Apparatus for Drying

Wood, of which the following is a speclﬁca

tion:

My invention relates to an 1mprovement in
that class of wood drying or bending appa-
ratus, in which the drying or bending is ef-

~ fected by clamping thestrip of wood between
heated ‘press-plates, provided with vents for
the escape of moisture, the object of my in-
vention being fo construct a simple and effect-
ive device of this class.

" This object I attain in the manner which I
will now proceed to deseribe, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a longitudinal vertical section
of my improved device, and Fig. 2 a trans-
verse section of the same.

- A and B represent the opposite hollow

press-plates, wliich are strengthened by inter-
nal partitions @ and posts -b, and have open-
ings d for the admission of steam.

In the working-face of each plate—that is,
in the face which bears upon the wood which
is being operated upou—I form grooves ¢, the
latter, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, extending
directly across the tace of the plate in a trans-
verse direction.

This exact arrangement of grooves is nob
essential, however, but may be modified in
various Ways--tor \instance, by the use of
communicating-grogves, running both longi-
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tudinally and transversely, or running diago-
nally.

It is essential, however, in carrym g out my
invention that the grooves shall discharge at
the edge of the working-face, as by this ar-
rangement the vaporized moisture is afforded
an opportunity of passing off- directly and
rapidly.

‘The press- plates, moreover, are cheap, ow-
ing to the fact that the grooves are formed
entirely in the face, which is readily accessi-
ble, thus allowing the grooves to be formed
with rapidity and preeision.

The plates are preferably grooved, so that
when applied to the-strip of wood the grooves
of one plate occupy a position midway, or
thereabout; between the grooves of the oppo-
site plate, in order to act more uniformly on
the wood than if arranged directly opposite
each other.

I claim as my invention—

A press-plate, the working-face of which is
provided with grooves, which extend to the
edges of said working-face, so as to form pas-
sages for the discharge of the vaporized moist-
ure from the wood. ,

In testimony Whereof I bave signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

PHILIPP PFEFFER.

Witnesses:
G. BoLLzr,
SAM. C. HICKEY.




