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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.
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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 192,038, dated June 12, 1877 ; -application filed
April 13, 1877.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, NATHANIEL WATER-
BURY, of Baltimore, in the:couuty of Balti:
more and State of Maryland, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements -in
Spool or Work Cuases; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, elear, and
exact description thereof; which will enable

othérs skilled in the art to which it apper-

tains to make and wuse the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to the letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification,
and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im
proved ‘spool or work case, and Ifig.2 isa
vertical section thereof.

Corresponding parts in the two figures are

“denoted by like letters.

This invention relates to a certain improve-
ment in spool or work cases; and it con-
sists of a box or case having a series of com-
partments conforming in shape fo and re-
ceiving -spools of thread, . &c., contined or
~ held down therein by elasmc straps or bands;
secondly, in passing the thread directly
through the said elastic straps or bands; and,
" lastly, of a plate or knife attached to the
box and a strip of elastic material attached
to the cover, substantially as hereinafter more
fully set forth.
- In the annexed drawing, A refers to a box
or other receptacle, which is partitioned off
into compartments @ a', to receive spools of
thread, &ec., and preferably of varying di-
mensions, to receive spools of different sizes.
Across these compartments are secured elas-
tic straps or bands B B, fastened to the par-
titions o/ o,
which the spools are inserted, hold the latter
down in the compartments @ @, and at the
same time, by reason of their elasticity, they
adapt themselves to the size of the spools,
and also contract-as the size of the spool di-
minishes from the unwinding of the thread
therefrom, thus retaining the spools in place
at all stages of the unwinding of the thread.

It will be seen that the cotton or thread is
preferably passed”through apertures in the
elastic bands or straps B B, to control its un-
winding.

To one end of the box A is attached a pla.te

These bands or straps, beneath

‘or knife, b, for severing the thread or cotton,

.and which is also so-arranged with reference to

a piece of elastic material, ¢, on the cover
as that, when the latter is brought down

‘upon the box or receptacle, the said elastic

material will be wedged in between the said
plate and cover, and thus hold the cover down
upon the box in a closed position.

C is the cover, suitably hinged to the box
or receptacle A, and partitioned off into com-
partments-d d’ .to receive and allow the cover
to fit dewn upon the spools when the cover
is brought down aupon the box.

To allow the cover to fit down flush upon
the box, it is made with recesses to receive
the fastenings of the €lastic straps or bands

T'he box or receptacle may be ornamented
with any desired configuration.

If desired, the elastic block or material ¢
may be dispensed with as a fastening for the
cover by constricting the plate or knife b so
as to act as a spring to clamp the cover in
place when brought down upon the case.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1 The box or case A, having a number of
compartments (‘onformmg in shape to and
receiving spools of thread, in combination
with, and held down therein by, elastic straps
or bands B B, substantially -as and for the
purpose set forth.

2. The box. or receptacle A, having the
plate or knife b, in combination with the cov-
er C, having the elastic material ¢, which,
when tlie cover is closed, will be wedged in
between the said plate a)nd cover, and thus
fasten the latter in place, substantlally as set
forth.

3. The box or receptacle A, having a num-
ber of compartments to .receive spools of
thread, and elastic straps or bands B B, di-
rectly through which the thread is pa,ssed
substantially as and for the purpose set forth,

In testimony that I claim. the foregoing as
my own I hereunto affix my mgnature in bres-
ence of two witnesses.

NATHANIEL WATERBURY

Witnesses : '
H. H. Youna,
0110 BENNER.




