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Lo «ll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JorN L. SLOCUMB, of
Edwards’ Depot, in the county of Hinds and
State of Mississippi, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Bale-Ties;
and do hereby declare that the following is a
tull, clear, and exaci description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, making a part of this specification.

The nature of my invention consistsin the
construction of a device for locking the ties of
cotton and other bales, as will be hereinafter
more particularly described.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will now proceed to
describe its construction and operation.

In the aunexed drawings, making part of
this specification, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective, and Figs. 2, 3, and 4 detached por-
tions, of my device.

In the figures, A represents a metallic box,
which is provided with a bridge - piece, D.
This box is made deep enough to hold two or
three thicknesses of the metallic bands or
straps which sarround the bale.

One end of the band B has its end bent
over the bridge-piece D and passed under it

and through the end of the box, over which

the bridge is formed. The other end of the

-band is cut away, as seen, from x to x, to form

notches as represented. Within the box and
upon its sides are formed ¥Y-shaped projec-
tions @ «. When the notehed endof the band
is passed into the box and is dropped so that
the notches cateh under the projections a a, it
is held firmly in place.

As there are a number of these notches
upon the end of the band, it will be seen that
as the bale is tightened up or made smaller
by the press the band will be slipped through
the box and canght at any desired point.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The box A, consisting of a bottom, two
side flanges, haviug interior projections a «,
and an elevated bridge-piece, D, between the
flanges, forming an opening undernedth for
the free passage of the notched band G, all
constructed as and for the purposes set forth

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereanto set my band this 23d day of -

Mareb, 1877.
JOHN L. SLOCUMB.
Witnesses:
FrANK GALT,
L. E. Duruy.



