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UNITED STATES

DAVID J. STEIN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN PORTFOLIO-EASELS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 192,308, dated June 19, 1877 ; application filed
May 16, 1877.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, DAVID J. STEIN, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Easel-Portfolios, which improvement is fully
set forth in the following specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawing,
in which— ' )

Figure 1 represents a front view. Tig. 21is
a rear view. Fig. 3 isa vertical section in the
plane # z, Fig. 1. Fig. 4is a horizontal see-
tion in the planey y, Fig. 1.

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.

This invention consists in the combination,
with a portfolio, of a sliding frame and of a
spring-catch, said frame being composed of a
cross-bar and of two guides, which fit into
sockets in the portfolio-stand, and which are
provided with holes or recesses to engage with
the spring-eatch, so that, by raising and low-
ering said frame, the stand is adjusted for
picture-frames of different sizes. With the
portfolio - stand, its sliding frame, and its
hinged brace, is combined a link-lateh, which
serves to lock the brace at any desired ineli-
nation, while no portion of the link-latch ex-
tends behind said brace. The spring-catch

which serves to lock the sliding frame consists

of two hooks, which are connected to one and
the same handle, so that, by pressing against
this handle, both guidesof thesliding frameare
simultaneously released, and by releasing said
handle the two hooks are left free to engage
with said guides, and tolock the frame in the
required position, :

In the drawing, the letter A designates a
porttolio-stand, whieh is provided with a door,
B, hinged at its bottom edge, so that it opens
downward, and gives access to a receptacle

for drawings or paintings which are not | ff.

framed.

On the upper part of this stand is formed a
shelf, a, and to its back is pivoted a brace, C,
which can be turned outand locked by a link-
lateh, D, so as to retain the stand at the de-
sired inclination. - Thelatch D is composed of
a series of links, which are connected by piv-
ots b, and provided with notches ¢ in their op-
posite edges. By folding the links under
each other the latch is shortened, and the
brace C can bLe locked at any degired inclina-

tion without having any portion of the lateh
to extend beyond its rear surface. If thelatch
is made solid, and not in hinged sections, it
may serve to lock the brace at any desired in-
clination; but if the brace is not in its ex-
treme rearward position the latch extends ont
beyond its rear, which is objectionable for
many reasons. The end of the latch may in-
jure the wall or any other object with which
it comes in contact; ladies’ dresses are liable
o be caught by the same, the stand is liable
to be upset, and so on. By the use of my
link-lateh these difficulties are obviated.
With the portfolio-stand A is combined a
sliding frame, B, which consists of a horizon-
tal traverse, d, and two vertical guides, ¢,
which slide in sockets or gnideways f/, formed
in the rear of the stand A, By raising or
lowering the frame E its traverse d can be
brought to any desired distance from the
shelf @ of the stand, so as to make room for
picture-frames of different sizes. With the
sliding frame B is combined a latch, which
serves to lock the same in the required posi-
tion. The latch which I use by preference is
constructed of two hooks, ff, which are con-
nected to a lever, g, on opposite sides of its ful-
crum f, so that, by swinging said lever back |
and forth, the hooks are caused to move one
in a direction opposite to that of the other.
A spring, 4, acts on the lever g, and has a tend-
ency to throw the hooks f f outward. In
the guides ¢ of the sliding frame E are holes
or recesses j, which receive the hooks. By .
pressing against the lever g both hooks are
disengaged from the guides ¢, and the frame
E can be moved up or down to the desired po-
sition, and when the lever g is released the
frame B is locked in its position by the hooks

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a portfolio-stand,
A, of a sliding frame, E, composed of a hori-
zontal traverse, d, and two guides, ¢, which"
fit into sockets or guideways in the stand A,
and which are adapted to engage with a suit-
able eatch or lateh, substantially as and for
the purpose shown and described.

2, The combination, with a portfolio-stand,
A, and a sliding frame, B, composed of a hori-
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zontal traverse, d, and the guides ¢, of two
hooks, 7 f, a lever, g, and spring 4, all con-
structed and operating substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. )

3. The combination, with a portfolio-stand,
A, and its hinged brace O, of a link-latch, D,
composed of a series of hinged sections, and
provided with notches ¢, substantially as and
for the purpose shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 14th
day of May, 1877.

DAVID J. STEIN. [L.8.]
Witnesses :

W. HAUFF,
E. F. KASTENHUBER.




