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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES H. RANDALL, of
the city and county of Providence, in the State
of Rhode Island, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Package Holders
or Carriers; and I do hereby declare that the
following specification, taken in connection
with the drawings furnished and forming a
part thereof, is a clear, true, and complete de-
seription of my invention.

A large variety of package holders or car-

" riers have long been made, and are in common

use under various names, involving the use of
handles of various forms, straps, cords, &ec.,
but, so far as my knowledge extends, none of
them have been designed for service as a
wrapping-medium for the retail-trade in milli-
nery, hats, and other lines in which goods are
sold which will not bear the compression inci-
dent to straps with buckles or cords with
nooses or knots, and the cutting or defacing
action of a cord, even if only lightly tied.
Moreover, a holder or carrier suited to this

service must be of low cost in order to have a

practical value ; and the object of my inven-
tion is to prov1de a package holder or carrier
which is particularly suited to light articles,
such as are liable to injury by compression,
and one of so low cost that the retail dealers
may practically use it in lien of wrapping-
twine. While designed for light service, my
carriers are susceptlble of use in connection
with packages of six, eight, or ten pounds’
weight.

My invention consists of a package holder
or carrier composed of a suitable handle and
paper bands or ribbons, which are attached
thereto, and provided with means whereby
their ends may be readily united when applied
to a bundle or package.

To more particularly describe my mvenmon,
I will refer to the aecompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 represents one of my holders in
perspective, Fig. 2 represents one means for
uniting the ends of the paper bands or rib-
bons. Fig. 3represents one of my holders ap-
plied to a light hat.

A denotes the handle. When economy only
is sought I prefer that it be made of paper,

because it may then readily bear an adver-
tisement printed thereon; but when the mat-
ter of cost is waived I employ wood or other
suitable material, as may be desired. When
made of paper or heavy eard or straw board,
I sometimes mold the handles in dies, so that
in cross-section they will be concavo-convex.
However made they should have their ends
provided with a surface with which the paper
bands or ribbons B may be securely engaged,
either by means of adhesive matter or stitches,
or other equivalent means.

The bands B are varied in number, and al-
80 in position with relation to each other, so as
to adapt the carrier to any particular line of
service. For general use, two bands are suffi-
cient—one at each end of the handle, and ar-
ranged at right angles thereto; but these
are sometimes supplemented by additional
bands—as, for instance, one at each end of the
handle, and parallel therewith, as shown in
Fig. 1. The bands are not capable of being

-tied with knots after the manner of twine, and

1 therefore provide a means for securing the
ends together. The most desirable means
known to me for this purpose consists of ad-
hesive matter applied to the bands, near their
ends generally, but sometimes throughout
their length. 1 prefer to use in this connec-
tion a superior quality of envelope-mucilage,
which, when dried, will only require the appli-
camon of a wet sponge to moisten it for affect-
ing adhesion of the ends. I sometimes pro-
vide one end of the band with a triangular slit,
as shown at ¢ in Fig. 2, and the connecting
end with recesses at the edge, as shown at b,
so that the recessed end may be passed -
through the slitted opening, and thereby be
connected with theslitted end,in amannerweil
known.

I am aware that many well-known means
for connecting the ends of the bands may be
profitably employed, and that paper clips may
be employed substantially as iron eclips and
buckles, so called, are used in connection with
cotton-bale ties; and I do not, therefore, limit
my invention to any particular means for unit-
ing the ends of the bands.

It will be seen that my holders or carriers
are cheap, easily applied, and that, when ap-
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plied as shown in the drawings, the most frag-
ile and light articles may be carried with ab-
solute safety to the articles and with eonven-
ience to the carrier. At the same time, when
strong paper is used, my carriers ean be suc-
cessfully employed on packages of considerable
weight.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

As an improved arsicle of manufacture, a
package holder or earrier, composed of a suita-
ble handle and paper bands or ribbons, which
are secured to the handle, and are provided
with means for uniting their ends, substan-
tially as described. .

JAMES H. RANDALL.

Witnesses: «

ByYroN H. ARNOLD,
ALBERT D. BEAN.




